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Editorial 


‘ONE cannot understand the wave of panic that has 
spread through Delhi consequent to jaundice. That the 
mere physical manifestation of a more serious mental 
condition, the jaundiced outlook, should cause this 
panic is remarkable. Perhaps the fact that we have 
been thinking with yellow blinkers may have dulled the 
2 awareness in us regarding this dangerous 

isease. 


This disease is characterised by the hardening of 
dull, dead, dreary, definitions into dogmas. No more 
it seems will the independent educational institution be 
free to: wander in the unquiet grove of pure and free 
research haunted by the best possible brains. It seems 
Mammon has taken over from. Agammenon in this ex- 
clusive guilt ridden family and that austeve academ- 
ism is slowly and inevitably being crushed by the 
intolerable weight of its existence. tot 


Otherwise one cannot explain the feeling against 
sportsmen in academic institutions. This holier than thou 
drawing away of skirts cannot but destroy the delicate 
balance of tensions in an educational institution. 
Because it is only in mixed academic groups that research 
can flourish happily. One cannot live in an ivory tower 
in the sky. The ivory tower must be rooted in the 
woods, the woods in a county and the county, in 
society. That should be the ideal relationship; and 
anti-academic groups are necessary to counterweigh 
the airy froth of too many research minded people. 
And surely a syllabus can be devised, not over weeningly 
academic, to take care of sportsmen, and foster their 
undoubted personality and intelligence. In any case 
whether any syllabus can be so devised or not their 
place is secure in the hierarchy of student life, despite 
their dismal academic record. | 
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Then there is another contradictory symptom of 
this puritanism. There has been agitation going on that 
teaching should be divorced from research. On the one 
hand the more obvious standards of teaching ability, like 
ability to teach, have been abandoned for debased 
standards exogenously grafted on from ones religion 
and social behaviour, and loyalty to government. And 
on the other hand, the exhilerating effect on a student 
of a contact however diffuse with the frontiers of 
knowledge, has been ignored. 


Not only is this tendency 2 dangerous one, but its 
impact is intensified by the drift of first class brains, 
seeking the path of easy money into government institu- 
tions of research and govt. service. Concerning the 
former we cannot believe that any government 1s 
altruistic enough to let its funds be used in a carefree 
manner without direction. We strongly feel that the 
possibilities of true intellectual advancement can only 
be fully exploited in private institutions, and only with 
a mixed student body can the catalytic effect of pure 
research be fully worked out. 


The trends opposing this should be reversed if 
higher education is not to become an exclusive and 
esoteric club instead of being a purified expression of 
our innate desire to probe into knowledge. 


* * * * 


We were proud of our students during the hectic 
days of the Delhi floods. They spent sleepless days and 
nights rescuing the disaster stricken populace and once 
again demonstrated the utter nobility of man, beneath 
all his trappings of cynicism and sophistication. 


* * * * 


Our football team which had played so br 
to reach the finals went down tamely to Hansraj College 
In a fine clean game it was apparent that kick and rush 
football or spontaneous combination were no match for 
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skilled team work. Though a desperate rush in the 
dying minutes almost did the trick, one could not expect 
miracles. However it was a great achievement to reach 
the final after so many years. 
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Canon Charles E. Raven was a very welcome 
visitor in college. He was the first Westcott Lecturer 
sent over by the Teape Foundation. Clearly belonging 
to the great traditions of British oratory, he spoke wisely 
on the dichotomy between science and religion. The 
intense interest in his lectures testified to contemporary 
idiom in which they were delivered and their relevance 
to the contemporary situation. He was very much a 
member of the college at all our functions and it was 
with genuine regret that we bade him good bye. It is 
a pity that the Bird Watching Club did not exist to 
introduce Canon Raven more fully into the ways of 
Indian birds. 


* * * * 


We noticed very disturbing tendencies in college 
this year. The traditional charity and suspension of 
disbelief extended to visiting speakers was not invoked 
this year in the Mukarji Memorial All India Inter- 
College Debate. Granted that we heard some undisciplin- 
ed prose from disciplined armymen, but itis no excuse 
for showing rowdyism of the worst order. On the other 
hand there seems to be little point in having debates of 
such inordinate length, when our charity is strained to 
breaking point. 


* * * * 


The Founder's Day Commemoration Service was 
addressed by Canon Raven this year. The highlight of 
this year's function was the magnificent Arts and Crafts 
Exhibition organised solely through the untiring efforts 
of Dr. Ghose. Perhaps he had to grow a forest to hide a 
tree. A wide variety of hobbies ranging from photography 
to match box labels were represented and if standards of 
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entry were a little lax they can be remedied in future. 
But how much of the creative work was done in college 
was open to question. Noteworthy exhibits were a 
magnificent series of photographs by Kailash Dilwali; 
some aeromodels by Sukumar Pillai and Gurpreet Singh, 
water colours by Aditya Nehru and Rajanesh Vichitra, 
a few drawings and sketches by N. Mukunda, and some 
flower studies by Virendra Agarwal. Another inovation 
this year was tea served on the playing fields after the 
fun and games which were more efficiently conducted 
than usual. | ۱ 


* * * * 


The Old Boys Renunion Day was separated this 
year from Founder's Day and this seems to be a success 
as a much larger number than usual attended the cricket 
match and Dinner which was by subscription. It is 
always good to see ourselves in a mirror, especially one 
showing the future. In Calcutta, the Old Boys Associa- 
tion whose President is Mr. A. S. Mukarji (1920—27) 
and Secretary is Mr. Ravinder Hoon (746 Vintage) 
held a dinner simultaneously, attended by the Bishop of 
Calcutta and other notabilities. The old geezers still 
retain the spirit of St. Stephen's if the letter of Mr. 
A. D. Mittal one of their members is any guide. 


That they are actively interested in the welfare of 
the college is testified by the concern they are showing 
for the College Pavillion and its non appearance due 
to a paucity of funds. . 


* * * * 


Owing to the pioneering efforts of the Union the 
Youth Festival was brought to where it should originally 
have been held i.e. to Delhi University. A glorious 
evening's entertainment gave lie to the governments 
monopoly over entertainment by youth for youth. 
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White Tower the tallest Gopuram in temple at Sriraneam 
165 ft. made of one-piece of stone. 


Photo: N. Raghunathan 
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Visit to a Temple 


THE city of Srirangam, well known for its beautiful 
and magnificient temple, whose **Gopurams" form 
landmarks for miles around, is veritably one of the 
important centres of culture in South India. The 
temple city standing at the confluence of the Cauveri 
and Coleroon traces its antiquity to Puranical days. 
Rightly says Prof. Havell, “It must be understood that 
the tradition which ascribes great antiquity to the temple 
cannot be dismissed as Brahmin fables." Indeed the 
temple records the unbroken traditions of the Indo- 
Aryan building craft from antiquity to the present day. 


The importance of the temple and the sacredness 
about it, is because of its great antiquity. Traditionally 
the sanctum sanctorium of the temple dates back to the 
days of Manu and Ikshavaku i.e., prior to the time 
of the Ramayana. The self existent “Ranga Vimana” 
(holy nucleus) so it is said, was enshrined on the banks 
of Cauveri by Vibishana on a Saturday, when the moon 
was under the influence of the star Rohini, and Jupiter 
under that of Ravati, during the waxing of the moon in 
the month of Phalgun (i.e. Feb. - March). It seems 
that the “Ranga Vimana” or the ‘holy nucleus’ lay in 
ruins until discovered by *Kilikanda Chola'. It is said 
that he was instructed about its whereabouts by a parrot 
in his dream and so he took his name as the “Chola” 
who saw a parrot. The period of the temple's history 
with concrete evidence really begins with the reign of 
Raja Mahendra Chola (1060 — 1063) who built the first 
and probably the second rectangular enclosures, largely 
to stop floods that were making deep in roads. 
The third rectangle was certainly built by Kulasekhara 
Chola (1070 — 1118) and the 4th and Sth enclosures by 
Vikrama Chola (1118 - 1135). By the contribution of 
the many Sundarapandyas of the Pandya dynasty and 
more by the Nayakas particularly Narasa Nayaka 
(C 1470), Naganna Nayaka and Vijayaranga Chokkanatha 
Nayaka (1706 — 1732) the temple assumed its shape. 
During the long course of its history the temple was 
subject to attack by Muslims and the “Idol” it is assert- 
ed once made a trip to the North and back. 
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Yet the temple is still incomplete. The 7th 
rectangle has not been fully executed. The giant pillar 
in the Eastern facade gives one an idea of the massive 
capacity and skill of our ancient workmen. After all 
what was their motive? As Sir P. Ramanthan says, 
“It was the idea of the craftsmen to depict Bhuvaloka on 
earth". The “Maha Vamsa", sp2aks of the inspiration 
received from Viswakarma, while the “Brihat Samhita” 
describes the art of house building as having come down 
to us from the Rishis who had it from “Brahma”. Among 
the many Silpasutras the ones used seem to be Kasipam, 
Manusaram, Viswakarmaniyam, and Mayamantram. 
Yet in the opinion of many scholars of architecture, the 
Srirangam temple is more effective in parts than as a 
whole. This is probably because of the historic tradi- 
tions and the incongruity that is sure to arise in 
a temple that was the product of centuries and not 
merely of a few years. That the temple is brilliant in 
pieces is particularly true of the “Horse Court" jn the 
temple which is so outstanding. The famous Horse 
Court or the “Seshagiri Mandapam'", (after Sri 
Seshagiri who built it in 17th - 18th Century) with its 
colonnade of furiously fighting steeds appear to Mr. 
Percy Brown to have been executed in a technique so 
emphatic as to be not in stone, but hardened steel. 
According to the learned author the horse motif in 
the pillars of the Vijayanagar period seem to attain their 
finality of extravagance in the Horse Court at Srirangam. 


A rampant animal was a notable feature of the 
decorative element in the Pallava style a feature which 
became, a permanent gift to the building art of the South. 
They generally represent a mass psychosis of feeling. The 
horseman of the period reveal the spirit of the times for 
the Vijayanagar period according to Prof. Brown corres- 
ponds in some respects to the age of chivalry and romance 
that prevailed in Europe. The feeling of impending, 
Islamic subversion called for the highest valour and per- 
sonal heroism. This translated into the symbolism 
which seem to be embodied in the art of 
this period, accounts for Colonnades of splendid 
cavaliers nonchalantly astride gigantic rearing chargers 
and engaged in furious combat with fabulous creatures, 





Meenakshi Amaran Temple Madura. 
Horse Column akin to that of Srirangam. 
Photo : N. Raghunathan 





“Bali - Peet" Srirangam Temple 
in the **1000 pillared hall" 


Photo : N. Raghunathan 
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an episode singularly analagous to that of Saint George 
and the dragon in the West. 


The horse motif is not the only excellence of the 
temple. In it every stone has a story to tell and every 
carving a song to sing. It is also as massive as it Is 
subtle. The temple is proud of having a gopuram in 
Panday style of one stone 165 feetx30 feet. Yet 
another notable feature is the hall with 1,000 pillars 
(actually 936 pillars are there but 64 bamboos are added 
on festive occasions) with its *Bali Peet" a feature not 
uncommon in South Indian temples. The temple 15 also 
credited with having a very old tree whose roots seem to 
be very deep. The performance of ceremonies and rituals 
in the temple, are associated with some incident or the 
other in its long history and the expenses meted out, 
among other things, by funds presented by great Kings 
and Ministers. 


The temple has not only been a place of worship 
for the Hindus ; even to the Muslims, Sri Ranganatha 
is the Son-in-Law deity as. they would describe Him. 
Fable alleges that a Muslim princess was consecrated at 
His feet and even today a memorial testifies to it. Thus 
the importance of the temple is cosmopolitan. 


Thus the temple of Srirangam is not merely a 
piece of architecture ; nor is it a place of worship only. 
True that the scenes on a festive occasion are awe inspir- 
ing but it is above all a place of culture. A symbol of 
the intellectual, cultural and social progress of the South 
from time immemorial. 


N. RAGHUNATHAN, 
V Year. 
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What Happened to That Sanyasi 


| Based on an original article in Bengali by 
Pramatha Nath Bishi. ] 


(1) 


PERHAPS everyone is well acquainted with Prince 
Siddhartha's life, his renunciation, and his enlightenment. 
As the story goes, going through the streets of 
Kapilavastu he witnessed four different sights in four 
days: a dead body, a sick man, an old man and a 
Sanyasi. He knew that sickness, old age and death were 
inevitable and that the only way of emancipation from 
all these sufferings and misery was to become a sanyasi. 
So he decided to renounce this life of ease and luxury to 


pray and meditate in the peace and tranquility of the 
forests. 


But very few indeed know what were the sanyasi's 
thoughts when he saw Prince Siddhartha. This is that 
sanyasi's story. 


(2) 


In the course of his wanderings the Sanyasi 
reached Kapilavastu and in the morning went out to 
beg in the streets. He had eaten almost nothing for 
the past few days and was obviously rather irritated 
with hunger and fatigue. Though we are likely to 
disbelieve that sanyasis too feel the pangs of hunger 
and thirst like any other rational being, yet genuine 
sanyasis never hide their feelings. ~ 


However, as he proceeded along the main streets 
he met with a. huge procession, displaying all the 
splendour and pageantry that only a glorious ancient 
Indian kingdom could offer. In the heart of the 
procession, a handsome young man, bedecked with the 
finest silks and satins and the most exquisitely beautiful 


jewels, was sitting in .a magnificent chariot. He was 
Prince Siddhartha of Kapilavastu. 


Very optimistically the sanyasi went to the chariot 
and said : “Lord bless you, Yuvaraj. Pray, give some 














Horse warrior's at Seshagiri Mandapam in 
Srirangam Temple about 9' in height. 
Photo : N. Raghunathan 
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alms to a poor sanyasi." The Yuvaraj had never before 
heard the word ‘alms’ and so he asked one of his 
attendants what the man was talking about. Now all 
his attendants had been expressly warned that he should 
never be told of the sufferings and poverty of the world. 
So the attendant replied, 


*Yuvaraj, ‘alms’ means offerings. The sanyasi 
wants to make you an offering." 


But Yuvaraj asked, “But why was his tone and 
language like that ?" 


The man answered passively, *The sanyasis have 
a different language of their own, Yuvaraj.” 


And with that the sanyasi was removed from his 
presence and the procession moved on. LES 


The gay and festive city forgot to give alms to the 
sanyasi that day.” In the evening, starving and dejected, 
the sanyasi lay down below a tree outside the city gates 
and began thinking thus : 


*O Lord, what a fool I am. For twelve years I 
have renounced my wife, my family; and my kingdom 
and I have wandered about thinking of God, of religion, 
of the hereafter and whether we have an atma or not. 
At times I have starved. I have taken shelter in a stable 
or under a tree. In the attempt I have not only ruined 
my health but I am about to lose my life. And what 
have I gained? Nothing. Alas, what a fool am I ?" 


. . And he began dreaming of the luxurious life of 
میں‎ and comparing it with the life he had 
orsaken. 


.. Then he said to himself: “I was lucky that I saw 
this Prince. Now I know what life is. I have realised 
my mistake. However, Gatasya sochana nasti. (It’s 
futile to cry over spilt milk);" and he decided to 
return to the sansar once more. Filled with the vision 
" a c tomorrow the sanyasi fell into a deep 
slumber. il 
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Twelve more years slipped away. 


(4) 


For these twzlve years the sanyasi was ruling his 
kingdom in his former name Avignanavardhana. | One 
night he discarded his kingly robes again and putting on 
his ascetic attire left his capital. In the morning on 
entering a forest he saw an enlightened figure meditating 
under a sal tree. So, Raja Avignanavardhana, who may 
once again be identified with that sanmyasi, waited for 
him to finish his meditation. As soon as the new sanyasi 
opened his eyes that sanyasi fell at his feet and said, 
“Lord, make me your disciple.” The new sanyasi 
replied : “Son, sanyas is a very difficult path ; it's not 
for everyone to tread. Go back to your home." “Lord 
once I was also a sanyasi but on realising that the path 
wasn’t strewn with roses, I had returned to sansar. And 
now I have realised that sansar's path is still more 
difficult." 


“What you say is true but if you compare the two 
you will find that sansar is the easier life. However, 
let me hear your story. I might also learn from it.” 


So that sanyasi began his story : 


“I was quite happy as a sanyasi but a strange 
experience one day put the devil in my head and 1 left 
my. ashes and sack cloth and returned to my kingdom." 


. *Were you a king ?" 


*Yes, my Lord. One is only born a king if one 
was a criminal in his previous life.” The enlightened 
one only smiled and he continued : 


“I had thought that on my return my subjects 
would accept me gladly. But I was sadly mistaken. I 
had left my kingdom twelve years earlier. A few days 
later my queen had remarried. But the husband had 
died before my return; though I personally believe that 
he wasn't dead but perhaps had become a sanyasi 
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Dr. Ghose & Mohan Singh 
Economics is Football upside down. 
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because of her. Nevertheless, just when she was con- 
templating marrying a third time I appeared on the 
stage. She refused to acknowledge me, and just 
imagine, all this while I was thinking of her. My 
minister too refused to recognise me. He had made 
my son marry his daughter and since my son was about 
to be the king, he would be the king’s father-in-law, the 
de facto king. My son knew that he couldn’t become 
the king without the minister’s support, but was 
determined to get rid of his wife once he became king 
and marry some old flame of his. Just at such an 
inopportune moment I made my appearance. Moreover, 
to keep her subjects in control, my wife had exempted 
them from all taxes and naturally they weren’t too eager 
to have me back." 


“You have really gone through a great deal of 
trouble. But how did you regain your throne 
ultimately ?” 


“That’s a very interesting story, my Lord. In 
the royal lakes I had a pet stork. I dont know how it 
came to know of my return but it did something very 
extraordinary. It brought the crown in its beak and 
placed it on my head." 


*The stork must have been your grandfather in 
your previous life.” 


“But how is that my Lord? It was a female 
stork.” 


. “That hardly matters. Sex can change with 
rebirth. However continue your tale." 


“Witnessing this miraculous incident my army 
began cheering me and hailed me as their king." 


“Then atleast your army had remained faithful 
to you!” 


“No, my Lord. ag too had an ulterior motive. 
The army is paid only during war. Since they had 
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remained idle for a long time they thought that my return 
would conveniently result in a civil war. That is why they 
accepted me. Then my wife, my son and my minister 
hatched a plot to assasinate me but I was saved by the 
timely warning of the stork, and put them all to death. 
And I ruled peacefully for the last twelve years. 


“Then why have you left 27 


*Because that stork has just died and I am 
afraid to rule friendless and without any protection. 
But my Lord, I have confessed everything. Please 
accept me as your disciple now." 


“But before making a decision hear what I had to 
go through.” 


Then the new sanyasi told his tale. The pangs of 
separation from his family, the futile search for a guru, 
deception by false gurus and the restraint and sacrifices 
he had to undergo in tapasya; the temptations he 
had to overcome, the physical suffering that had reduced 
him to a mere skeleton. At last he was enlightened and 
realised that neither the life of an ascetic nor that of 
luxury but the middle way was the best. Then he 
commented: “Son, because of the injustice of the world 
yo want to renounounce it but sanyas isn't easy 
either." 


“I know that, Lord, but why not let me try ?" 
"Didn't you try once? Then why did you return?" 
. “That's another episode, my Lord. On seeing the 
easy and luxurious life of a prince I returned to my 
kingdom. But why are you smiling ?" 


. “It reminds me that I renounced the world on 
seeing a sanyasi one day." এ 


“Where did you see him, my Lord ?" 


“In Kapilavastu." : 
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«Then I am that sanyasi." 


«And I am that prince." 


The sanyasi began weeping and falling at Budha's 
feet cried, *My Lord, you had renounced this world on 
seeing me and have attained Nirvana. You are indebted 
tome. Now you can repay me by showing me the 
way to peace." 


«Son, I will do my best. I will see that you get a 
bit of land to cultivate and grow vegetables on it. Make 
your living by selling the vegetables and I am sure you 
will find peace.” 


“J was a king once and I want to be a sanyasi and 
you ask me to be a farmer." 


*There is no harm in that. Which king and 
which sanyasi does more? This is creation." 


“As you wish it my Lord. IfIfind peace, I will 
do it." 


So Buddha took him to the city of Sravasti and 
asked a merchant to give him a bit of land and blessing 
the sanyasi, he left. 


(5) 


Twelve more years passed. 


After preaching throughout the country Buddha 
returned to Sravasti. As he came near the city he saw 
a huge palace surrounded by vast stretches of cornfields. 
On enquiring from a disciple he heard that it belonged 
to that sanyasi to whom a bit of land was given twelve 
years back. 


Buddha was indeed surprised. 


Just then that sanyasi, previously a king and now 
4 ا سا‎ landowner, appeared and paid his respects to 
uddha. 


Buddha asked : “Son, what have you been doing ?” 
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The sanyasi replied : “Lord, it is but natur: 

two leads to four and four leads to eight. With 

۲ your five acres have become seventy-five 
১ کت‎ 


۹ চু, 
سم‎ ad " 


“I hope you haven't married again !” 


“No, my Lord, I haven't made that mi 
But I am no longer an ascetic either.” 


“But have you found peace 7৮ 


.* What do I need peace for, when 
UCD | 


. *[s your mind satisfied 222 


_ “I have constant excitement ¢ 
distract my mind. My Lord, excess 
you think and all dissatisfaction — 

I have no leisure. Iam at leas! 
happy." 


“But why did you renounce 


«My Lord, then I had leisure 
ed on Atma, Dharma etc. But nc 
leisure and. I am free from the trian 


*And when death wil 
«I will increase the 1 
«And then ?" 


«Then my Lord 1 
To free yourself fror 
Dharma and I have : 
theories will co-exist t 
followers.” 


«I have no m 
son.” the Buddha sé 
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The Basis of Religions . 


Plato said that madness was the faculty of poets. 
If we were to substitute the word *ecstasy' for madness, 
we should know the faculty of the founders of the 
religions of the world. How else are we to describe the 
state of mind of the men who were possessed with the 
idea that they had come to know the secrets of life ? 


It would not be wrong to call a prophet a poet if 
we agreed with Shelley when he says that anybody, in 
so far as he translates the beauty of his perception of 
a virtue or deed into a fact, is a poet. There is no 
reason to regard the prophets (as we may call the 
founders of our religions) as being more especially than 
poets the agents of a supernatural power which so often 
has been claimed to be responsible for the creation of 
some of the best poetry of the world. The origin of a 
great religion is like the creation of a great work of art, 
which always is the result of inspiration in a great mind, 
who expresses his vision through the vehicle which 
best suits his genius. 


The-basis of the origin of a new religion is an 
attempt to determine a better form of human behaviour 
than already in vogue. Like a poet, the prophet may 
feel himself to be possessed of a power not in his 
control, or he may imagine himself to be a messenger 
of an ‘almighty power’ which has sent him to the earth 
to show ‘light’ to humanity ; the fact remains that the 
prophet is no more than a man of an out standing 
genius, who has thought long and deep into the lives of 
the people, and who has found a better way of living 
(if it is at all better) than the, people in general. 
The greatness of his ideas would be no more than the 
limit of his own mortal genius would allow him, in the 
same way as a poem in the result of the poetic genius 
of the poet, or a tune that of its composer. The 
decadence of the prevailing system, his power of inspir- 
ing men with the ‘final’ truth of the ‘revelation’ ‘made 
through him’ or ‘made to him’, his own conviction in 
the ‘truth’ in his possession, social, economic and 
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psychological causes may all go to create the belief 
that the prophet is the ‘chosen’ messenger for the 
revelation of the eternal laws of life. To the credulous 
masses of humanity the faith which offers salvation is 
an invaluable blessing and it easily believes whatever 
answers to its wishes. Wishful thinking has always prov- 
ed to be one of the major factors contributing to the 
spread of religions. But while ‘suspension of disbelief’ 
may be necessary for the enjoyment of a piece of 
literature, it is difficult to understand how suspension of ` 
reason can prove the validity of a religion. Yet how often 
are we told : ‘Have faith.” This advice to believe in the 
validity of a belief before being initiated into it is 
obviously prejudicial to the existence of an open mind. 
For example the followers of the man who is supposed 
to have said, “I am the light of the world," will accept 
no argument against his pronouncements. In such a 
situation the possibility of reason prevailing is out of 
question. It is faith which is responsible for the most 
monstrous superstitions which have become inseparable 
from the greatest religions the genius of man has pro- 
duced. Weare told about a stone which at the mere 
touch of the feet of a man turned into a living human 
being. If we can believe that a child could lift a moun- 
tain on a finger or that a mosque could turn with the 
mere changing of the position of the feet of a man. 
nothing would remain incredible, not even the Immaculate 
Conception. The mere argument that we are incapable 
of understanding these ‘mysteries’, paves the way for 
believing the most fantastic and ridiculous claims which 
could ever be made fora man. The ‘civilized man’ of 
to-day is still following without questioning the ideas 
and concepts of the men of over two thousand years 
ago. It is not to say that the ancients were necessarily 
wrong, but that we ought to know better than they, 
living as they were in an age when science had hardly 
revealed anything of the laws governing the universe. 
When we refuse to think for ourselves on ground of the 
sanctity of the ancient ‘revelations’, on the ground of 
faith, nothing remains but to sheepishly follow what we 
have been told since childhood and which we are afraid 
to lose because it is always painful to be deprived of 
the myths which have been a part of our lives. 





N. P. Singh Announcer Rev. Canon Charles E. Raven 
In the air ‘static’ becomes dynamic. Sport is the rope between science and religion. 
Photo: B. Vasudeva. Photo: B. Vasudeva. 
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It has been said by a psychologist that man 
thinks only ten per cent of the time, at other times he 
is merely recalling past experiences. But everybody 
needs some ideas and beliefs by which he can live ; 
they may form a code of conduct or a philosophy of 
life which enables him to have some measure by which 
to evaluate his every day experiences. But everybody 
does not have the capacity to evolve his own philosophy 
of life. Here religion fulfills his need. At different 
periods in the development of civilization a prophet has 
come forward to offer the world a way of living which 
should be the basis of daily human life and which 
should help them to make the best of a ‘future life’, 
and as far as possible, of this life too. ۱ 


Religion fulfills the desire of man to feel that death 
is not the final end of life. To most men it is unbear- 
able to think that nothing remains of this life after death 
and it is a great relief to feel that something of them, 
the most valuable part, even death cannot vanquish, 
with result that men can die with less fear of the 
permanent loss of consciousness. The world wakes 
up in some other world after having been asleep, so to 
say, for some time, whatever be its duration. Religion 
‘reveals’ to man of what to befall him after death 
and allays the fear of the unknown. 


It is no wonder then that religion, which fulfils so 
many of psychological needs of man should have an air 
of sanctity about it. There is in men an inclination to 
accept existing beliefs as a matter of course, to accept 
the conventional as absolute. 1 is, again, so very 
difficult to see a thing in its true perspective when we 
have, since our childhood, been seeing it in a particular 
light. Our beliefs become so much a part of us that 
they seem to have a natural validity. Further, there 
Is a tendency in us to exalt whatever belongs to us, 
may be it is just the tendency towards self assertion but 
itis so strong that we tend to sanctify whatever we 
think to be our special heritage. Naturally, therefore, 
religion, forming such an important part in our lives, 
showing us how to live and how to evaluate things 
around us, gains an air of sanctity and it seems 
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blasphemous to question its validity. Man is overawed 
by the grandeur and holiness surrounding his religion, 
which is far from helpful to the development of a 
critical thinking so far as his own religion is concerned. 


Advance of civilization involves a progressively 
more complex sense of values. To reduce everything 
to order is the natural tendency in man and it is only 
inevitable that the different aspects of a civilization 
should have an air of exaltation which should give them 
an authority for their existence. Religion is the one 
aspect of civilization which tends to assume the dignity 
of having been sanctified by a ‘supernatural’ power. 


A religion is great in proportion to the instincts 
and needs as well as the capacity of human beings 
which went to determine how best to regulate human 
actions and thought. The scope of every religion is 
limited by the times in which it was born, though genius 
does always rise above its times.  Howsoever great the 
founder of a religion may have been, whatever the 
depth of his understanding of human mind, his proposi- 
tions to modify human behaviour are bound to be 
modified as the change of time brings in new conceptions 
about human allegiance and affections towards family, 
society and state, a new light is thrown on the working 
of the mind of man. As human organization becomes 
more complex, and changes its pattern, the same laws 
which were good for a society altogether different in 
composition, can hold good no longer and to stubbornly 
cling to them is in keeping with the human tendency to 
resist change. We know only too well the persecution 


which some of the greatest reformers of the world have 
had to suffer. 


R. N. MALHOTRA, 
VI Year. 
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“The Taming of the Shrew” 


A Review 


HAVING never till now witnessed any first class 
performance of a Shakespearean play, it is really 
something of a task to review the Shakespeare Society’s 
presentation of ‘The Taming of the Shrew’, on the 24th, 
25th and 26th of November. There are no concrete 
standards, I can set myself to judge this play. My 
attempt shall primarily therefore be that of a layman, 
a layman with a certain degree of interest in Shakespeare 
but only a limited acquaintance. Hence professional 
critics of this amateur critic should have patience. 


To characterise this years performance as a success 
and an excellent presentation would be saying too little. 
Not only did it exceed all expectations, which had 
been somewhat damped by rumours to the contrary, 
and by an unusual boldness in casting, but it set up a 
standard, which it wonld be a problem for future 
presentations to attain. And this is where principally 
the credit of the producers Mr. Adlam and Mr. Jarvis 
lies. To have developed the comparatively raw new 
comers into the fine team we saw on the stage 15 some- 
thing of which the producers can be proud. Of course 
the play was by no means perfect. There were blemishes 
but they were few and far between. To emphasise them 
in a play, as a whole so remarkably good, so creditably 
performed and naturally so thunderously applauded 
would be carping and invidious. 


What made the performance so overwhelmingly 
successful this year was not the individual brilliance of 
a few, but rather the overall impact of the entire cast 
on the audience. The slick team spirit manifested by 
the group, the superb understanding with which all the 
players moved about on the stage is something remark- 
able ; something many of the amateur groups of Delhi 
would do well to emulate. For this again the producers 
deserve our thanks. All the players performed creditably 
and no one player seemed ill cast. 
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The actors spoke their lines well, except at one or 
two places where the delivery was rather flat; the exits 
and entrances were well planned and through out a 
quick tempo was maintained leaving no opportunity for 
the interest of the audience to flag. In such a smooth 
moving play it seems a paradox to pick out any out- 
Standing performances, but certain performances 
particularly those of some new comers stood out. 


Bursting into prominence this year after the 
annual Shakespeare competition, Ashok Nehru’s per- 
formance in the leading role (Petruchio) deserves special 
mention. His poise, his domineering manner, his 
confidence and his success as *an exhibitionist showing 
of his rhetoric" well portrayed the man forcing Katherine 
into submission. Equally impressive was the portrayal 
of Katherine by Aditya Nehru. Doing something 
obviously unfamiliar quite unlike his brother who 
probably did something very much to his liking, Aditya’s 
performance will stand out in memory for a long time 
to come. Indeed I am tempted to say that he probably 
did greater justice to the role than any ‘real’? lady 
could have done, though of course the role 15 essentially 
not a feminine one. Two other debut’s that I feel deserve 
special mention are those of Pushkar Johari as Lucentio 
and David Jhirad as Hortensio. Both performed with 
a surprising degree of confidence showing none of the 
stage consciousness that a new comer 15 likely to possess 
—though the former is a new comer only in the Society’s 
performances and not on the college stage. I should 
have however liked to see from them a little less of 
stiffness and a better recitation of their lines. David 
Jhirads future development as an actor I think would 
be interesting to watch. Bhaskar Ghose made a sweet, 
‘frail’, and lady like Bianca; and Inder Mohan Tandon 
in a competent performance as Gremio showed consider- 
able promise. Another good performance, in fact 
quite a smooth and notable one was that of 
Dilip Sircar as Baptista. Of those in less important roles 
N. P. Singh and Salman Haidar stood head and 
shoulders above the rest, making their presence felt to 
a considerable degree. : 
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Only two or three performances left me with the 
feeling that they could be improved upon. One was 
Virendra Dayal’s Lord, but perhaps this was owing to 
the straight forwardness of the role; while Kamal Bhagat 
as Tranio left me somewhat uncomfortable perhaps as a 
good servant's essay into the coxcombry of his master 
should. Raj Sircar as Vincentio was disappointing on 
Thursday, but he was magnificent on Friday & Saturday. 


Mr. Jarvis excelled himself this year. His perma- 
nent set this year was a masterpiece. Showing a fine 
disregard of the conventional geometry of squares and 
rectangle it had a peculiar shape which most 
in geniously suggested a stage within a stage for a play 
within a play. Mr. Jarvis stuck to his pillars and 
arches this year though modified, and his stage bore a 
subtle resemblance to a genuine Shakespearean stage. 
I never knew that a bedroom and a street could be 
synonymous. Music too was appropriately chosen and 
presented. 


Make up was mostly skillfully done and “beards” 
and **decolletage" were particularly good. The make 
up of the players of the Induction however did not 
strike me as being in the same class as the make up in 
the rest of the play. 


The costumes this year were a veritable feast of 
colour, set off admirably by the neutral background. 
The glowing colours and patterns made it hard to 
believe that only four basic colours were used. Mrs. 
Shankland obviously possesses that quality of a great 
dress designer, that of making the cheap look expensive. 


To repeat, therefore what I have said before, “The 
Taming of the Shrew" was a memorable performance, 
one that will live long in the memory of all those who 
have witnessed it. 


To those who did not see the performance my 
deepest sympathy. To Mr. Adlam and Mr. Jarvis we 
in Stephania can only express our deepest and sincerest 
thanks. The loss of Mr. Adlam for future plays is 
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regrettable but he has left a lasting impression on the 
Society. 


It is an impression that will inspire in future all 
those who have had the good fortune to work with him. 
For next year we can expect another of Mr. Jarvis, 
“Loves Labours”, not lost but bearing fruit. 


SAROJ DATTA, 
V Year. 


Roman Scandals 


The lives of the Roman Empresses, no less than 
the Emperors, make an excellent dramatic sequence and 
very interesting reading. The Imperial office was not 
hereditary, but fell to the man who was most strongly 
placed at the time of the reigning Emperor's death, or 
who could create the vacancy by conspiracy. Some- 
times a son succeeded his father, because nobody was 
bold enough to present himself as a rival candidate for 
the Empire, but for more often the new Emperor was a 
powerful General or a more resolute member of the 
Imperial family than the natural heir. Of the first twelve 
Caesars only one, Titus, immediately succeeded his 
father; of the next twelve again, only one, Caracalla; of 
the next twelve again, only one, Gallienus. And in the 
intrigues for the possession of the throne women plaved 
a most important part, especially the wives, sisters, or 
daughters of the reigning Emperor. 


The word ‘Empress’ is misleading. Roman 
Empresses were not styled ‘Imperatrix’. ‘Imperatrix’ 
would have meant that they commanded armies, which 
they did not. Their title was ‘Augusta’, (the sacrosanct), 
and it carried no executive powers with it, but merely 
denoted that the woman who bore it was deserving of 
national respect. It did not even mean, necessarily, 
that she was the Emperor's wife; there might be more | 
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than one Augusta living at the same time, but as a rule 
the senior continued to exercise her old influence— 
like a Dowager Empress of China—long after the 
Emperor, through whom she had won her title, was 
dead. Her sphere of influence was defined by custom 
rather than by legal enactment, but Rome came to look 
on her as an indispensable character in the Imperial 
system. She set the general political tone and was a 
symbol of social stability. 


As soon as the Empire hardened into an autocracy, 
there was no limit to the fantastic excesses in which an 
Emperor might indulge if he chose. The one solid basis 
on which his power rested was the goodwill of the 
Army, especially that of the Praetorian guards. So 
long as he was able and willing to purchase their 
support he had complete liberty of action. He could 
be as virtuous or as wicked as he pleased—behaving 

either like the ideal man in a philosophical treatise or 
. like a criminal lunatic in a melodrama. This power 
deranged the minds of a number of Emperors, as for 
instance Caligula (ef. “The Robe"), Commodus and 
Heliogabalus ; they took an imbecilic delight in the 
consciousness of being above all human law. The 
name of Caligula is stained with vice and iniquity, 
incest and debauchery. He was the first Emperor to 
be persuaded that he was a god, and caused a magni- 
ficent temple to be built in honour of himself. Priests 
were instituted to him on purpose, amongst whom 
Caesonia (his fourth wife) was consecrated a priestess. 
He was resolved to increase the number of them, and 
by the most ridiculous imagination in the world, he 
caused his horse Incitatus to be also made a priest; a 
worthy pontiff to such a divinity! This, however, was 
not the only honour that he conferred upon him ; he 
often invited him to supper, and commanded his oats 
to be given him in a golden manger. He fitted up a 
house for him with the richest furniture, and appointed 
officers of his household, assigning him devenues and 
conferring upon him the title of Consul, thus degrading 
the highest dignitary of the Empire. The Emperor 
Commodus was perhaps the most debauched of all. 
Apart from his incestuous relations it was his custom 
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to expose his concubines in his presence to the brutal 
lust of all who desired them, and one of his mistresses 
whom he loved most, he called his wife. The Emperor 
Heliogabalus was even more daring. He gave his own 
divinity, or rather that of a Syrian Sun-God Elagabalus 
with whom he identified himself, precedence over all the 
gods in the pantheon and amused himself by arranging 
marriages in Heaven not only between this Elagabalus 
and Urania, an ancient African moon-goddess, but also 
between other unmarried gods of ancient standing. He 
even had children of illustrious families offered on his 
altars as sacrificial victims. ‘He generally passed the 
night", writes Jacques Boergas de Serviez, “in those 
infamous places that were appropriated to lewdness, 
where he brutally substituted himself in the place of 
the most remarkable courtesans, counterfeited their 
voices and gestures, and prostituting himself to the 
bestiality óf those whom the fury: of their debaucheries 
had brought thither—such as buffoons and slaves— 
filled Rome with his abominations, so that it was said of 
him that he wasa man for every women and a woman 
for every man." At last, after innumerable follies and 
extravagances, he went so far as to dress himself as a 
woman and formally marry his favourite slave, Hierocles, 
who, in a short time, become one of the richest and most 
powerful men in the kingdom. He was delighted to be 
called the mistress, the wife, the queen, of Hierocles, and 
that he might look more like a woman, he had himself 
closeshaved, took a distaff, and employed his time in 
feminine occupations, to the great dishonour of the sex 
he intended to initiate. Another crazy Emperor, Nero, 
degraded himself equally according to Roman standards 
by taking part in singing contests on the stage; but he 
always arranged that the judges should award him the 
first prize for singing, though his voice was thin and 
reedy. 


Rome as a whole accepted this extraordinary sort 
of behaviour as just. what one might expect from an 
autocrat. But behind the scenes the Empresses were 
always at work. When things had gone a little too far 
they usually contrived to have the Royal Clown removed 
by a Palace conspiracy. It is not too much to say that 
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while the Empire as a whole was kept from falling to 
pieces by the discipline and professional conscience of 
the legionary soldier on the frontier, the dangerous effects 
royal caprice at Rome itself were counteracted by the 
conservatism and common sense of the ۰ 
The Empress was often a person of outstanding political 
energy who had put the Emperor on the throne and ruled 
through him. Such was the terrible Livia, Augustus, wife, 
with whom rests the main responsibility for the convers- 
ion of the Republic into an Empire. Her rule lasted for 
an extraordinarily long time. Fifty-one years were covered 
by the reign of Augustus whom she kept constantly at 
work at her side in the Imperial business ; but he grew 
feeble and querulous in the end and she removed him, 
it was whispered, by poison. She then put on the 
throne Tiberius, her own son by a previous marriage, 
and continued for another 14 years to control affairs 
through him. Livia’s great-granddaughter, Agrippina 
the Younger, the wife of Claudius, though she did not 
marry him until he had been Emperor for some years, 
was an Empress of the same type. She poisoned 
Claudius when he seemed to be getting somewhat senile 
and put her son Nero on the throne. Until Nero 
realised his own powers and, chafing at her domination, 
had her murdered, she continued to be the virtual ruler 
of Rome as she had been during the last years of 
Claudius' reign. 


_ Strong minded Empresses, if they happened to 
enjoy sexual dissipation, were able, as the Empress 
tradition strengthened, to indulge themselves as freely 
as the Emperors. In the reign of Augustus his favourite 
daughter Julia and her daughter of the same name were 
no doubt banished to prison islands and never forgiven 
for disgracing the Imperial family by their public 
adulteries ; but with the passing of time there wasa 
gradual deterioration. Messalina, first wife of Claudius 
publicly married Caius Silius, and so had two husbands 
at once. Agrippina as a girl committed incest with her 
brother Caligula ; she then became Empress by marrying 
her uncle, Claudius, whom she governed completely 
Poppaea, second wife of Nero, is remembered chiefly 
for the great care and pains that she took in preserving 
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her beauty. She kept 500 she-asses to provide her 
with milk for her daily bath, and wherever she travelled 
she was attended by this ridiculous equipage. By the 
time of Marcus Aurelius we find the depraved Empress 
Faustina going down to the amphitheatres and quays 
at the sea-side resorts and making the gladiators and 
sailors march past her naked, so that she could single 
out the one whose physique pleased her best. Marcus 
Aurelius knew all about Faustina's practises, but 
honourably refused to divorce her as his counsellors 
urged; forit was through her influence that he had 
become Emperor. 


Apart from Agrippina, who examined the severed 
head of Lollia Paulina, her rival, to make sure that the 
executioner had not tried to pass:off on her, some other 
woman's head, and forcing open the mouth, remarked, 
*Yes, I recognise the teeth; its hers, allright", the 
Empresses do not seem to have been notably cruel. One 
of the later Empresses was once cheated by a jeweller 
who sold her paste diamonds for true ones. An 
Emperor would have had the man thrown to the lions 
or flayed alive. The Empress merely paid him back in 
his own coin. She did indeed threaten him with lions 
and put him into the arena, but when the door of the 
beast-house was opened, out flew not a lion but a game- 
cock which darted at his face and pecked him severely. 
Then she asked him how he liked being cheated. 


The establishment of Christianity marked the end 
ofthe power of the old-style Empresses. When the 
Church became the official conscience of the State, the 
Empress, who had filled this role unofficially for some 
300 years, was out of employment. 


M. M. MALHOTRA, 
III Year. 
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Wide Water Witout Sound 


An attempted synthesis. 
...young broods 


Are in the grass, the roses are heavy with a weight 
Of fragrance and the mind lays by its trouble. 
—Wallace Stevens. 


The setting might well be one in a world of turreted 
castles and twisty rivers: the cold is certainly real, but 
unreal too, with a wrapping round of all the dreams 
and flights of fancy one reserves for the secret heart. It 
is an unfrequented garden, then; the light is experi- 
mental, and the senses smocked with dreams: not 
gone, but left aside, are the more day-filled plants and 
sound of shoes on gravel. 


Now are moments of freshness, when in an 
unsullied bloom the flowers can throw a sun-receiving 
face. The heap of air is asleep, partly, in the pale-blue 
and yellow light. Beds are the admitted luxuries 
which one cannot allow oneself overlong, and the 
watches are valuable for their daily winding. 


A word is suspended in this air for a length of 
time: it floats with the morning, and the stretching in 
the morning; the word is pristine, and flower-like, 
unsullied. Prayer is time of a sort which calls with a 
bell on a man’s soul; in their warm beds, those not 
admitting the existence of their souls sleep on them, as 
on pillows. 


The yellow bars slanting in trees and lightening 
grass and window, through a white mist see the sub- 
ordination of the physical the langour is only of a 
mental, governing kind. The yellow bars creep—warmth 
IS now paramount, in the sleep-left brain. Soap and 
towel can be said to have importance, varying again 
with the langour I mentioned. Sound increases, begins 
to compete with the birds and dogs loitering, as it 
seems, near the grass, It looks perennial, for the idea 
of action is forgotten. 
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l But it is momentary. We are inevitably caught 
in the shaft of sunlight which melts into a day when a 
bar is beaten harshly from time to time; and figures 
walk and laugh and obtrude on a wrapped-up livingness 
more than one would wish .. ..Mouths open and shape 
into words. In the present tense, that is important, 
for then we are related to the mobile mouth and varied 
voice. It is this we call our classes — or, perhaps, 
sometimes, one can see beyond the mouth and voice 
the green board with names. Beirut, or Cairo, or 
Napoleon or Decline ; we live, if we wish, in the names. 


Or illegally, we watch the floating leaves fixed 
delicately to our College trees, wondering on the red 
brick, and even older, flying sky. Education is by all 
qualifications a virtue — not, perhaps, Socratic, but an 
imitation — but it is unsocratically a bore. Stevens 
speaks of clouds : 


The sovereign clouds came clustering. The conch 
Of loyal conjuration trumped. The wind 

Of green hues turned crisped the motley hues 

To clearing opalesence. 


Stevens Was, as usual, right. 


This is a time for no thinking : there are no cheepy 
birds and sleepy fall of leaves to make mind pictures of, 
on a blowing green grass. The pen is used and stales 
the fingers unconsciously, and we are finally hungry, as 
our bar beaten and gong sounded tell us for a minute 


at least. 


In a summer time, we, the nine, will be alone. 
One voice to listen to, ages to pass before our eves, 
glitters from eyelash, fan and the pens of all the minds 
in these great ages to catch. and remember, and one 
voice again. Summer time is laziness — that is oblivion 
which we look on with pleasure in winter, I mean post- 
prandial movements — of the soul, the body, and, 
reluctantly, the mind. 


.. The day is informally friendly — a reclining 
friendliness when voices are distances away, words 


29 


slowly spoken, not carelessly, but in a languid manner. 
The grass is inviting — the trees, and the neatly trimmed 
bushes stand like guards of honour, and fill one with 
possession and a lazy satisfaction beyond images. We 
feel how these have helped to pare out the Stephanian, 
almost without effort. 





Greenness, and the warm laziness begin to move 
in the evening ; evening, with birds flying and the rose 
a minor classic...... ..We leave, perhaps, for newer 
destinations, and pleasant activity, for you and I are 
now stringing apart, as personalities. There begin the 
clockings of time — 5.30 we meet someone somewhere 
for some reason; 7:15 he or I will congregate for the 
swaying music, which, after all, sways one in his 
stomach ; and finally, a lighted and many-coloured 
College in Hall, in the absence of silence. 


To the eternal, only the sun has set. There are 
the eucalypti who are swaying (not, we fear, stomach- 
wise) and the redness which is always a newness which 
reverences the brick and grass through rose-coloured 
glasses; shifting quite callously to a washy green and 
cloud-flotillas steering for the ever-running sun. 


We will not hear their music; we, the dark entities, 
move along our dark paths darkly. Of course : — who 
can in the soul of him lift up his eyes and meet the 
not-human serenity gazing from the sky? There is no 
link, except the possibility of the future — it is the mind, 
the youngness and the everpresent light of our own 
which streams around us. 


Twilight is a metamorphosis of worlds — we must 
shift ourselves to be aware of it, as it leaves a red echo, 
like a dying spotlight. Softness, and, by association, 
femininity, assume the shape and colour of the dusk, 
getting more feminine in the aftermath of a festival of 
light more bright than any other. 


. The lighted currain slides along the sky and down 
behind the houses in the west: now, in a world of 
commonalty and solitude, the trees, the sky and the 
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yellow-eyed buildings meet individually — mix and 
preserve themselves. With the day's departure they 
stand for million-eyed night with the velvet black skin. 


And there they are, streaming out of Hall, some 
bound for the common-room and some elsewhere. 
There is a new, filled laughter of satiety and a discussing 
of banal after-dinner nonsense. We are in this too, in 
this laughter and talk and expression of views: in the 
shout or the click at a carrom table, the whole constancy 
of draughts, and in the half-drowse of a magazine. 


The mind is changed again, now more blase and 
less deep. Smoke from cigarettes, the casual abuse and 
obscene comment, the world of newly-found ideas and 
the stake in a game are all-important. We are not, 
having worked, resting; this is the usual pattern followed 
by most and recognised by some. 


Dinner is felt, not heard, severally. The radio is 
loudest, in the loud laughter and talking : interests 
extend no further than the printed page or striker. Only 
a few slip away to work, in the soft lamplight — most 
of us are vocal in our reluctant locomotion and 
exertion. 


Light, noise and voices. But if we step out of 
the room, there is a silence which even we can feel ; a 
silence of a great many stars and also of the box-like 
buildings. Again, the heap of air collects on the grass: 
the plants and bushes are lost in the soulful dark, which 
has no eyes, and is certainly light enough — for talking 
confidentially or in great camaraderie along the paths 
and grass which melt in one, for a walk in the chill 
وی‎ ears and nose along darkened and bedded 
roads. 


The Ridge is taboo — a mystery, whose essence 1s 
in policemen and no lights. We cannot care much — it 
is a breathing out, and rocks and pipes assume more 
sinister shapes. 


The white stars and the veil-thrown moon, if 
present, are truly no great help: we watch them from 
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the earth, conscious of their distance, careless of their 
presence and aware of their unimportance in our world 
of realistic symbols and representations. 


But these are, in truth, the realists. Ours will 
drop like a mantle from the shoulders of a century, 
but these, in their vast playroom, are no fanciful beings. 


Idle thoughts cannot vex the idle brain, and left 
is the broom to sweep away small shadows, for the 
cold white morning. With the nights age, the lights die. 
And finally there is only the solitary individual, in his 
own right an everpresent existence everywhere. 


Solitude is strong along the grass and grotesque 
lamp-shadows on the walls. He is then the observer, 
and time, before him, will slowly unwind itself. The 
dark presence, felt and not seen, of the hump-backed 
Ridge is melted, like the eucalypti, into the one unknown 
night. He, and to turn it around, I, have now returned 
to the start; only, there remains now an awareness of 
the ghostly infinitives, which are again filled out against 
the heavy lids and soft pillows, becoming the symbols 


of a new day. 


BHASKAR GHOSE, 
II Year. 


32 
The Philippine Foreign Policy 


THE foreign policies of all independent nations 
are the selfish expressions of national interests. Acts 
and even attitudes of countries in dealing with others 
are understood in terms of those vital interests. ]t is 
therefore a cardinal principle for any country to pursue 
foreign policies best suited to the advancement and 
protection of their own national interests. 


Since the Philippines became an independent 
republic 18 1946, she has collaborated with all the 
countries of the free world in the promotion of friendly 
international understanding and world peace. It may 
seem paradoxical that when the Philippines was separat- 
ed from the United States and became independent she 
became more closely associated with the former mother 
country. It is because the American Government 
redeemed its own pledge to give the Philippines her 
independence, a promise made at the turn of the century 
when Spain after a brief war ceded her Far Eastern 
territory to the United States. 


The basis therefore of the present foreign policy 
of the Philippines is closer economic and political 
relations with the United States as well loyalty to, and 
faith, in the Charter of the United Nations. 


Close collaboration with the United States and 
other democracies does not prevent the Philippines from 
pursuing a stand she has consistently taken on behalf 
of self-determination and independence of all Asian 
nations and for the end of colonialism in Asia. The 
Philippine Government indeed is also for closer cultural 
and economic relations and mutual cooperation with 
all the free Asian nations. Although she is not a 
member of the so-called nonalignment or neutralist bloc 
the Philippines is supporting India in fighting colonialism 
under any guise or form. 


The people of the Philippines believe honestly that 
the colonialism that threatens Asia today is world 
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Communism. Itis this belief that led the Philippine 
Government to sponsor the South East Asian Treaty 
Organization (SEATO) otherwise known as the Manila 
Pact, which was signed in Manila in 1954 by Australia, 
New Zealand, France, the United Kingdom, Pakistan, 
the United States, Thailand and the Philippines. This 
agreement was concluded for the defence of the terri- 
tories within the treaty area as defined in the pact against 
armed attack and aggression. 


The Philippines with her strategic value in power 
politics and considered a prize coveted by ambitious 
and agressive powers lies on the very path of the 
southern expansion of said powers. She is the key to 
the control of trade routes over the Pacific and the 
southern seas. An agressive power could make her a 
convenient jumping board towards the conquest of 
Indonesia, Malaya, Australia and New Zealand. | 


Strong Filipino resistance in Bataan and Corregidor 
against the Japanese forces in 1942 upset the time-table 
of the Japanese Navy for the projected invasion of 
Australia. Perhaps reminded by this heroic episode of 
the Filipino soldiers, Australia and New Zealand readily 
and spontaneously joined the Manila Pact. 


The Philippines hailed the birth of the United 
Nations. Philippine delegates took active part in the 
drafting of the United Nations Charter. In its con- 
ferences whether of United Nations Commissions or of 
specialized agencies the Philippine Government has 
stood firmly for the cause of under-developed and 
dependent peoples. Philippine delegations to the United 
Nations have always sided with India in fighting all 
forms of racial discriminations and in pursuing a 
militant position against violation of human rights. 
The Philippines vigorously opposed the colonial powers 
in their desire to prolong the era of colonialism and 
extend their domination of weak nations struggling for 
independence and freedom. 


In 1949, the Philippines actively cooperated with 
India and other free Asian states in a conference in 
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New Delhi which ushered the independence of Indonesia 
and its subsequent recognition by the members of the 
United Nations. In 1950 the Philippines sponsored 
the first South East Asian conference in the City of 
Baguio where member-countries pledged themselves for 
closer cultural and social contacts and economic co- 
operation amongst the countries of the region. 


In line with the collective security resolution 
adopted by the U.N. General Association in November, 
1950 the Philippine Government sent troops and supplies 
to South Korea aiding U.N. efforts to halt aggression. 


It was this sudden and unprovoked attack in 
South Korea in June 1950, the ever-increasing military 
might of Red China now threatening Formosa, the 
Communist advance in Viet Nam, infiltration in Malaya 
as well as in the Philippines, and subversion in Thailand, 
— all showing clearly a definite trend towards Com- 
munist expansion to the South — that compelled the 
young Philippine Republic to enter into a defensive 
SEATO alliance which will counteract Communist 
southward expansion. 


Feeling secure under the protective wings of that 
alliance the Philippines can concentrate on developing 
her resources for internal reconstruction, she can improve 
her economy and raise living standards and modernize 
her social and educational systems. All these if realized 
will not only advance the cause of peace but also help 
strengthen the ramparts of freedom in Asia. 


The 21 million Filipinos under the administration 
of President Ramon Magsaysay are united in making a 
yonng democracy in the Far East succeed and be able 
to contribute to the peace and progress of Asia. 


FELIPE MABALINGAM, 
111 Year. 
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On Pseudoism 


A superficial observer may see nothing different 
in the stream of Stephanian life today as compared to 
its flow years back. But to those of us who are gifted 
with an acute sense of perception and a genius for 
observation, it is apparent that the usually serene 
precincts of our College have been witness to a Revolu- 
tion .. ........ Deep and mysterious under currents have 
found play, mingled and intermingled and their cumula- 
tive effect has been to force a momentous change......... 
What is this Revolution ? 


Let not a broad smile convulse your countenances 
where I solemnly declare that it is (in true historical 
terminology) *The Rise and Fulfilment of the Pseudoistic 
Movement in Stephania.’ 


There was a time when every ficker of the Pseudo- 
istic flame was promptly snuffed out : today it has 
developed to a bright wild(e) fire. Now at its peak in 
popularity, Pseudoism infiltrates every fibre and aspect 
of life. 


The followers of the cult of Pseudoism are wide 
and varied. There are the Grade I, Pseudo-Intellectuals 
....those quiet long-haired individuals who slink around, 
head seemingly bowed in thought. A few grunts and 
an occasional groan by way of variety are the only 
audible signs of their mighty presence. Normally slow, 
tedious and absent minded in their movements, the 
prospect of free food or the sight of a girl friend, moves 
them to a spurt of activity, so hurried and swift as to 
affect the normal gravity of their deportment very 
materially. 


_ The Grade II, Pseudo-Intellectuals are more of a 
misance. Having struck a nodding acquaintance with 
food, Huxley, Russell, etc ; the pseudo needs but a small 
excuse to let off torrents of eloquence. “I personally 
think......" he begins, dropping his voice with reverence 
when saying “personally” and for the next hour, the 
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observer is treated to an amazing exhibition of vocal 
acrobatics. It is interesting to note (for the benefit of 
those whose minds have an artistic bent) that one hand 
lies serenely at the side, awe-in spiring in its inactivity; 
while the other executes delicate and intricate move- 
ments in space to assist the exuberant verbosity. 


. Then there are the Pseudo-sportsmen full of 
statistics, figures, score cards and boredom and remark- 
able only in the. mediocrity of their own sporting career. 


The Grade I, Pseudo-Romantics with their scented 
hair and gaberdine finery are well known. The Grade 
II, Pseudo-Romantics go about with 3 days growth on 
their faces, 3 months growth on their heads and Omar 
Khayyam on their lips — sad and serious at the prospect 
of spending “One moment in annhilations waste before 
the Caravan starts for the dawn: of nothing." Man is 
but mortal and it is a peculiar sight to the see the mask 
dropped at one. of those delightful moments, when 
having received an oversize pocket-money order, the 
solemn pseudos lips go nearer the ears and his face is 
distorted by what looks like a grin. 


These then are some of the Pseudos who are so 
prominent today.  About-the social, . economic and 
political benefits accruing from being a Pseudo, little 
need be said. 1015 said (by Pseudos) that, ‘Pseudoism 
is a product of human genius, which seeks to satisfy 
man's fundamental psychological instincts and counter 
the inferiority-complex’. It is also argued that the 
pseudo-intellectuals and the fair sex being intellectual 
opposites (one being intellectual, the other opposite) 
they tend to attract one another. 


But it is well-known that Pseudos are direct targets 
to the more open and expressive phrases like 
“hypocrites”, “cynics”, *humbugs'*etc., and that they 
display a cowardly, shallow, superficial attitude to 
Life, shrinking beneath a pseudoistic mask. 


I have just one suggestion to make. Itis obvious 
thata series of alphabetical letters like B.A. (Hons.), 
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M.Sc. etc., added after one's name, not only gives one 
an added charm and lustre and a strange dignity but is 
also an indication of intellectual exaltation.  Pseudos 
in like manner should add letters such as P.S.I. G. II. 
(Perpetual Pseudo-Intellectual Grade Two) or T.S.R. 
G. I (Temporary Pseudo-Romantic Grade One) after 
their names. This would enable the world to form a 
true picture of the individual and be a great step in the 
furtherance of Truth. 


MANIK WADHWANI, 
Year. 


The Uninitiated 


— Asone watches that yellow-red monster lumber 
up to the bus-stand one experiences a slight twinge of 
nervousness. One feels for one's purse, hitches up one's 
trouser and then with cold hands and a queer feeling in 
the pit of the stomach, one waits for the rumbling 
monster to draw up. One lunges for the door-rod, 
misses it with the right hand, grabs it with the left, and 
then by a remarkable feat of acrobatics draws oneself 
on to the footboard just as the monster comes to a 
wheezing stop. Hardly hasa glow of confidence and 
satisfaction started seeping into one, when one is grow- 
lingly asked to get off and wait for the people to get 
out. 


Slightly hurried, but definitely not bad for an 
amateur, one feels as one waits for the people to get off 
the bus. The lunge should have been made with the 
right hand trying for the left hand-rod, while running 
in the direction the bus was moving...... a tinkle for 
inside the bus breaks into ones reverie — the rumbling 
monster wheezes and rumbles a little more loudly and 
without warning starts to move off. One gasps, tries to 
remember instructions ..... right hand for left hand-rail... 
and starts running. The rumbling monster gathers 
Speed — the left hand rail just eludes ones grasp, one 
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stumbles, and is dragged up into the footboard by a 
hand on one's collar. A few more hands assist, and 
one finds oneself inside the monster clutching on to 
somebody's coat sleeves. 


If one can withstand the concentrated glance of 
disdain of twenty-odd pairs of eyes, one can turn a deaf 
ear to the few ill-suppressed giggles and remarks, and if 
one can take out one's purse without fumbling, ask for 
the ticket without slurring one's words, and complete the 
whole manoupre without stepping on someone else's 
toes, one may well feel proud of oneself. But the 
slightest relaxation of vigilance, the slightest easing of 
the screwed-up face — and all is undone! The monster 
which had been gentle and polite up to now, becomes 
as if one possessed — starting without the slightest 
warning, swerving to the right when one braces for a 
turn to the left, dashing to the left when courtesy 
demands that it turn right, and then coming to a 
squealing stop with tires screeching. The handrails seem 
rather slippery, and one's arms rather rubbery. But 
one hangs on grimly, lips set, eyes narrowed to slits, 
and looks around for ones legs. Having located the 
gamboge tinted socks with little scarlet flowers on a 
bold ultramarine diamond pattern, one lets ones lips 
break into a wan smile, and ones eyes open a trifle 
wider. Having further, extracted that amount of 
confidence that one derives from the sight of one’s 
favourite gamboge - tinted socks, one straightens ones 
back, squares ones shoulder, and looks around casually, 
through the slits of ones eyes. 


What one sees is reassuring to ones confidence. 
Suspended from the rod hangs an unhealthy looking 
youth. Suspended from a little below his chest hangs 
a pair of trousers — more apt to call them panties 
one thinks — up to a little below his knee. From the 
edge of the trouser downwards can be seen an expanse 
of dark hair and ankle, the latter encased in a sandal 
— like affair — Samson's they call them ? From 
chest upwards a shirt billows out grandly but 
ends rather abruptly at the shoulders. From clean 
collar upwards, short neck, shiny face, hair plastered 
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down on either side of the face forming two large puffs. 
A weatherbeaten exercise book struck in one hip pocket 
with studied nonchalance, leads one to conclude, with 
a sneer, — ha, the university type ! 


Next to this youth stands a solid figure supporting 
the roof of the bus with one mighty hand, the thumb 
of the other carelessly tucked into the belt at the hips. 
He stands around with that blank expression one 
associates with strong, silent he-men. He is attired 
more or less like the unhealty looking one next to him, 
except for the carelessly half-rolled sleeves, the un- 
buttoned shirt and the fancy belt. Another University 
type, one concludes with a supercilious half-smile. 


The eyes wander to a nervous looking youngster, 
grimly clutching on to his bus-ticket and a file of books 
— a hunted expression on his face. His trousers alas, 
are at his waist, not higher, reach down to his ankles 
and do not flap, his feet enclosed in a pair of shoes and 
not a pair of ‘Samsons’, his shirt tucked in and not 
billowing out, his hair brushed to the sides, but not 
puffed. A freshman, one deduces with a twinge of 
sympathy. 


A commotion reaches ones ear as the bus shudders 
toa stop. The roving eye ceases to rove, and focuses 
on the causes of this tumult. Amid giggling, laughing, 
and a flurry of ‘dupattas’ the ‘causes’ enter. One lets 
one’s glance rest on them for a dispassionate instant, 
and turns one’s face away nonchalantly, to begin to 
study and learn all about ‘National Savings Certificates’, 
in red letters on the inside of the bus. The nervous 
youngster also, one perceives, has taken a sudden 
interest in one of the advertisements, and has turned a 
light shade of red. He also glances defiantly around, 
now and again. The unhealthy youth, hangs from the 
bar with his mouth slightly agape, the strong silent man, 
stares right through the new comers, his face a study in 
expressionlessness. One returns to one’s study of out- 
lay, interest and so forth, only to find a hefty elbow, 
from the owner of a violently coloured ‘dupatta’, digging 
into one’s ribs. One begins to protest, but meets a 
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hostile glare from the owner of the hefty elbo i 

sheepishly and hastily steps back to ০০০ 
aforementioned. He receives a sudden jolt as somebody 
shoulders his way to the owner of the violently coloured 
‘dupatta’. Strong words of protest rise to ones life, but 
die away at the sight of the new comer. A cigarette 
hangs negligently from the corner of his mouth, his hair 
brushed back at just the right angle, his laundry-fresh 
clothes sitting just right, and his eyes with just that 
soulful look ........ The negligent cigarette adds a note 
of discord, one feels, but then realizes that society 
magazines always emphasize individuality in a man. 
More university types? One feels slightly disturbed. 


The bus, by now, is packed. One stands balanced 
on ones toe, hanging desperately on to the rod. All 
around hands are being shaken, amid cries of ‘Papay’, 
and ‘Yaar’. Over the rumble and roar of the bus arises 
a hum of conversation punctuated by giggles and 
laughter. ‘Coffee house’s’ and ‘Students’ special’s’ 
occur frequently in the talk. They are usually mention- 
ed in tones of deep reverence by the freshman, in an 
overcasual voice by the slightly senior, and with indiffer- 
ence by the really senior. All University types ? — our 
wonders, with a slight feeling of unease. One begins 
to feel himself a misfit. A sense of loneliness assails 
him. He feels his confidence oozing away with every 
jolt he receives — his assurance melting with every dig 
in the ribs that he gets. 


The bus comes to a sudden rude stop, flinging 
people against one another. Wiping away the taste of 
brilliantine from his mouth, one looks around for the 
user of this obnoxious hair-grease. Suddenly he hears 
the conductor’s voice rising above the babble *M..... 
House, hai koi ?”” Suddenly, feeling very relieved, he 
shoulders his way to the door and stumbles down to 
firm earth. He heaves a sign of relief. ‘MetCalfe 
House, hai koi?’ — again the conductor’s voice rings 
out. The bell tinkles, and the bus moves off. A 
murmur of conversation floats down to him .. .... ‘oet 
down at M... House, Yaar . He realizes all of a 
sudden that his destination was still to come. Somebody 





Founder's Day Dinner at Calcutta. 
Amidst the food, the cry for Marr Sahib. 
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waves to him from the bus. The feeling of despondency 
lifts, and he waves back gaily. ‘Not too bad for a 
beginner’ he murmurs, and starts walking......... 


ABHUIT GUPTA, 
III Year. 


The Teape Lectureship 
Inaugural Lecture by Dr. Charles E. Raven. 


Ir is almost exactly two years since the Governing 
Body of St. Stephen's College accepted the request of 
the Rev. William Marshall Teape which founded and 
endowed the Westcott lectureship. At the same time it 
was reported that the Committee in England had asked 
me to be the first Teape lecturer. It had been hoped 
that the lecturership might be inaugurated last year: 
but private circumstances and public duties made it 
impossible for me to get away then. I have already 
expressed my regret for this postponement: for me 11 
has had the consolation that I can now spend a much 
longer time in India and deliver a much fuller course of 
lectures than could have been arranged a year ago. So 
much by way of personal statement. 


Itis fitting that in this inaugural lecture some 
memorial should be made of the founder of this lecture- 
ship ; of his character and intention, and of the great 
man in whose honour the foundation is established. 


William Marshall Teape, priest of the Anglican 
Church, lover and student of India, and devoted sup- 
porter of the Cambridge work in Delhi, was a close and 
a life-long disciple of Brooke Foss Westcott by whose 
inspiration that work was planned and begun. Teape 
was a man of scholarly outlook, a student of Sanskrit 
and of the ancient Hindu scriptures, and profoundly 
interested in the religious insights and mystic experience 
disclosed in ancient Hinduism. His own Christian 
faith was strong and manifest: but he expressed it as 
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did his great teacher in the ideas and language of the 
Fourth Gospel as interpreted by the Apologists and 
scholars of the early Greek church, Justin, Clement and 
Origen, and by the Christian Platonists of Cambridge in 
the Seventeenth century. “In the beginning was the 
Word, the Logos; and the Word was with God and the 
Word was God ..... In Him was Life and the Life was 
the Light of men..... what was the true Light which 
lighteth (illuminates) every man that cometh into the 
world. He, the Word, was in the World, and the 
World was made by Him, and the World knew Him 
not...... But as many as received Him to them gave He 
power to become the Sons of God...... And the Word 
was made flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld 
His glory, glory as of the only begotten of the Father, 
full of grace and truth. “This Word is both the word 
of the Lord spoken to the prophets, and the wisdom of 
God revealed in the works of creation, and the right 
reason disclosed in the order of nature, in the process 
of history, in the spiritual experience of mankind, and 
uniquely in the person and work of Jesus Christ. Both 
Jews and Greeks contributed to the revelation and 
understanding of this Word; and in Jesus Jew and 
Greek, bond and free, male and female are all one 
(Gal. III 28). Jesus is at once perfect son of man, in 
whom are disclosed all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge" (Colo. II 3) who is “the measure of the 
stature of the fulness” of humanity (Eph. IV 13) and 
also the perfect Son of God, the “image of the invisible 
(Colo. I 15), the reconciler of God and man, Himself 
revealing the perfect Oneness of the divine and the 
human, interpreting God in terms of manhood, and 
consummating in. Himself all the manifold splendour 
of human kind. 


This conviction of the representative character and 
full perfection of the manhood of Christ, enabled Teape 
as it had enabled Westcott and the early Christians to 
recognise the value of the experience, the outlook and 
gifts of all peoples. “We are debtors”, they said “both 
to Jews and Greeks, gentiles and barbarians, to the 
philosophers of Hellenism and to the practical states- 
manship of Rome, to the ritual of the mystery-religions 
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and to the spiritual insight of the East." The Church, 
as is abundantly obvious, has in its history owed much 
to the achievements of other religions, other types of 
culture, other orderings of society. Until the fulness 
of the nations is gathered in, the building of the Body 
of Christ will not be complete. Just as in the early days 
of Christianity the Old Testament of the Hebrews, the 
synagogus worship of later Judaism, the philosophies of 
Greek Platonists and Stoics, the legal and administrative 
system of the Roman Empire all contributed to the 
thought and life of the Church, so in these days when 
the barriers between races and cultures have been broken 
down, the particular achievements of the great civilisa- 
tions and religions of Asia must play their part in the 
enlargement of man's Vision of God, of his interpreta- 
tion of the trus nature and conditions of the human 
family. To such a consummation India and the vast 
treasury of Hinduism, ancient and modern, have a 
peculiar contribution to make. 


It was, I think, Marshall Teape's desire that in 
his lectureship the ancient religious writings of Hinduism 
should be examined by competent scholars in order to 
disclose how far their basic teaching corresponed with 
or differed from the traditional doctrine of Christen- 
dom. He believed that Hinduism and Christianity 
alike would gain from such studies; that India might 
gain something from a sympathetic and learned exami- 
nation of its literature and beliefs; and that Christians 
might test, illuminate, deepen and perhaps reform their 
theology by research into the tenets and teachings of 
another great religion. That possibility remains for us. 
In exploring it, I believe, that Christians will be led to 
recover a sense of the universality and the representative 
character of the revelation given us by Christ; and that 
in so doing they will both commend Him to the non- 
Christian world and also discover how far our European 
interpretation of Him has been limited, distorted and 
inadequate. 


My Hindu friends will, I hope, forgive me if I 
call attention here to a matter which both in the West 
and in this country often gives rise to misunderstanding. 
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When we speak of the mutual interpretation and 
sympathetic study of the great religions and especially 
of Hinduism, it is sometimes supposed either that we 
believe that all our religions are the same and therefore 
of equal value, or that we propose to produce a new 
religion which shall express the highest common factor 
of all religions, or that we propose to emasculate, debase 
our own particular religion. I have myself frequently 
been confronted with one or other of these criticisms; 
and in Britain the term syncretism is generally applied 
as a term of abuse. The point is worth examining. 


For my own part I cannnot but believe that the 
basic experience of religion, the awareness of a reality 
beyond and yet within the world of phenomena, and 
the consciouseness of communion with that reality, 
such as the great mystics háve known, and the great 
poets have sought to describe, and multitudes of 
ordinary folk have momentarily attained, is common to 
men and women of all races and all religions. Between 
the mysticism of Hinduism or of Islam, of Plotinus the 
Neo-platonist and St. Catharine the Catholic, I am 
unable to find any fundamental distinction. ‘‘The 
moment one and infinite" when barriers fall and we 
stand at the heart of things seems to me to be demons- 
trated by a vast weight of testimony from all ages and 
all climes. Religion is to me, as it was to Aristotle the 
first scientist, essentially the realisation of the eternal 
and the business of living eternally. 


This basic experience comes to us in a multitude 
of accompanying circumstances — at dawn upon the 
hills, at night under the moon, in moments of great ۷ 
or of great loss: it comes unmistakable, unexpected, 
often as a rapture amounting to ecstasy. We are caught 
up into this real relationship—or it breaks in upon us— 
and our life is changed. When we try to describe it, 
obviously our language will be borrowed from the 
circumstances that accompany it, from our general 
outlook, knowledge, from the ideas and analogies which 
our character and our environments suggest. We have 
experienced the infinite, the ineffable, and neither 
language nor any means of interpretation can give an 
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exact and complete rendering of its quality. Students of 
the subject realise that the setting and the preliminaries 
of the experience supply the obvious colouring of our 
definition, that the type of our own personalities, the 
traditions of our upbringing, our education, interests, 
beliefs and ideas, our conscious and subconscious 
motivation — all three help to determine our exposition 
ofit. In the main the great religions reflect the domi- 
nant characteristcs of their disciples as well as of the 
great masters who have been the saints and prophets of 
the tradition. And the divergencies of definition are 
neither small nor unimportant. The culture or modes 
of worship, the creeds or statements of belief, the codes 
or rules of conduct peculiar to the different religions, 
vary widely, their variations are of vital significance. 
It is a mistake to suppose that they can be ignored or 
explained away. 


A simple illustration will illustrate the point. The 
most scientific of our poets, Shelley, in his ‘Adonais’ 
has written.— 


** Life, like a dome of many-coloured glass 
Stains the white radiance of eternity ”’ 


and it is a familiar statement that the white light of 
eternity is in this world of time and space split up as 
by a prism into all the hues of the spectrum. If the 
religious experience is the white light, then its interpreta- 
tion will be into the appropriate colours of our human 
thought — into what Clement of Alexandria called the 
variegated wisdom of God. To represent God as He 
has been represented as a tree or a bull or a serpent, 
as a king or an engineer, is to split up the white into 
green or red, yellow or blue. To suppose that these 
representations, because derived from the same source, 
are themselves the same is possible only for the colour- 
blind: and to mistake green for the red in the traffic of 
London or New York is to make a mistake that may 
have deadly consequences. St. Paul was right when 
he insisted that “ıt is the Jews who seek for a God of 
power and the Greeks who crave a God of wisdom : our 
God is proclaimed not in terms of the sultan or of the 
engineer but of a man on a cross: this, the love that 
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suffers, is in fact the true power, the true wisdom." 
(1 Cor. I 22-4). 


The Christian claim, that the eternal is for us 
human beings adequately represented only in terms of 
the highest and holiest thing within our experience, the 
personality of the perfect Son of Man, and that Jesus 
Christ is for us this perfect Son of Man, must differ 
from all other interpretations of the divine. It does 
not, of course, mean that other representations are 
wholly mistaken or that we cannot learn from the 
revelation of God in nature and history in His creation 
and His saints. But it does mean that our claim is 
different and unique.  Rightly understood, I believe 
that it will be found to be verifiable both as giving us a 
special and satisfying concept of God as “our Father” 
and as enabling a special and creative relationship 
between men, “the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.” But 
I am very sure that we Christians have everything to 
gain by an attitude of full and sympathetic study and 
of close and intimate friendship towards the members of 
other religions; and also by a humble acknowledgement 
of our failure to understand or explain or live up to the 
full significance of our own faith. 


Perhaps I may add that during the past ten years 
I have been associated with the Vice-President of India 
in sponsoring the establishment of a union and of Insti- 
tutes for the study of the great religions of the world — 
a project entirely in keeping with the intention of this 


Teape lectureship, and with the College with which it 
IS associated. 


Finally, if I may at this point interpolate a personal 
confession, I would say that when two years ago I was 
asked to be the first Teape lecturer, I accepted in the 
hope that I might follow up a line of thought similar to 
that which I have now indicated. Many years ago in 
my own studies of early Christian doctrine I was 
convinced that there was clear evidence of Indian 
influence not only upon the thought of the greatest of 
all early theologians Origen of Alexandria, but upon 
those complex and little known schemes of speculation 
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generally described as Gnostic. It seemed to me then 
and it seems to me still, that a thorough research into 
Indian religious philosophy would give evidence which 
would explain the meaning of these Gnostic ideas and 
show their relevance and attracliveness; for it was 
obvious that orthodox Christendom had rejected but 
not understood them and that, never having been 
properly answered, they had been continually revived 
by sects like the Cathari, the Rosicrucians, in modern 
times the theosophists. I believed that as Christianity 
became Indianised these ideas and systems would be- 
come important. I hoped to devote my Teape lectures 
to the exposition of this subject. 


But when [ turned to the preparatory studies 
necessary for such a task, I speedily discovered first that 
it involved far more research into new fields than I, an 
old man, could hope to complete, and secondly that to 
expound the material would require a deeper insight 
into the inner life of Hinduism than I could possibly 
attain: the requisite combination of learning and 
sympathy was manifestly beyond me: I might see the 
promised Land ; another and younger man must enter 
and possess it. 


Moreover, any student of the modern religious 
position must be aware that the whole project which 
Teape desired to promote was at present threatened by 
developments which had already created an intensely 
critical position for religion in the Western world and 
if unrecognised in India might create a similar crisis 
there. Itisand will always be immensely important 
that in a world made one religion should be continually 
enlarging and integrating its appeal: but if that world, 
constrained by industrial and economic necessities, 
accepts habits of thought and life hostile to all religion 
(and no one can doubt that this is actually happening) 
an obstacle fatal to all religious progress. Everywhere 
modern scientific humanism, or what we called a 
generation ago secular civilisation, was suggesting that 
religion itself was an illusion, a survival of outworn 
ideas, an irrelevance for human welfare. It was already 
obvious that under the pressure of this opposition 
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religious folk were falling back upon traditions and 
authorities, upon superstitions and controversies belong- 
ing to past ages ; that the divorce between religion and 
life was being intensified; and that at time when in fact 
circumstances demanded a supreme effort for world- 
revival and world-renewal — an effort such as religion 
could inspire and direct — men's energies were being 
diverted into a hectic quest of material power and 
technical invention. The contrast between man's com- 
mand of atomic energy and his total inability to use 


that energy wisely was proof (if proof were needed) of 
the urgency of the situation. 


At such a time and with the immediate issue so 
defined it seemed to me obvious that for me to ignore it 
would be a serious error. For the past twenty years 
my chief studies have been devoted to the problem of 
bridging the gulf between religion and science — the 
gulf whose existence has produced our modern impo- 
tence. A visit to Russia last year convinced me that 
the split between the two worlds, of traditional religion 
and of modern technology, if less obvious elsewhere, 
was nevertheless not confined to Moscow; and that its 
eflects were far more terrifying than I had realised. The 
conviction was sealed for me when a colleague discussing 
the failure of our great universities to deal with the 
dehumanising effects of the modern specialisation and 
technology said that ‘‘our students matriculate as human 
beings; three years later when they graduate they have 
become gadget-mongers, machine-mad and machine- 
minded." Somehow you and I must become once 
more not the slaves of the machine but its masters. 
And that will involve the discovery that the world of 
science and the world of religion are not rivals or 
necessarily estranged, that religion and life belong 
together, and that the achievements of science and 
technology are and can be the instruments whereby the 
purpose of God for the welfare of His family can be 
promoted and in due measure fulfilled. 
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Report on the 
Teape Foundation Lectureship 


THE first series of the Westcott Memorial lectures 
under the Teape Foundation were delivered by Canon 
C. E. Raven, some time the Vice-Chancellor of The 
University of Cambridge and The Regius Professor of 
Divinity at Cambridge. Dr. Raven delivered eight 
lectures on the subject of Religion, Science and 
Technology in the St. Stephen's College hall. 


The inaugural lecture was delivered on the 28th 
of November, 1955 at 6 p.m. The Vice-Chancellor of 
the Delhi University, Dr. Mahajani presided. There 
were over three hundred people present in the hall, 
including various members of the academic circles of 
the Delhi University and of the Delhi society. Dr. 
Raven made a distinct impression of his insight and 
scholarship on the Indian mind and I hope succeeded 
in inspiring some to reconsider the importance of 
religious awareness in the reconstruction of the human 
personality and the human community. In his inaugural 
lecture Dr. Raven warned people of the threat to human 
society by the progressive secularisation of civilisation. 
If industrial and economic necessities are not to produce 
habits of thought and life hostile to the continually 
enlarging and integrating appeal of religion, and if the 
world does not want to surrender itself to the terrifying 
embarrassements of the split between religion and 
modern technology, then we must realise that the world 
of science and the world of religion are not rivals or 
necessarily estranged, that life and religion belong 
together, and that the achievements of science and 
technology are and can be the instruments whereby the 
purpose of God for the welfare of His family can be 
promoted and in due measure fulfilled. This subject 
may not be in strict conformity with the intentions of 
William Marshal Teape and the great man, Brooke 
Foss Westcott, in whose honour the foundation is 
established. But the urgency of the contemporary 
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situation demands an analysis of the disruptive influence 
of modern science. If we cannot wake up to this 
danger, life may be reduced to impotence and society 
may be broken into atomised units each struggling for 
its own supremacy. 


Consequently, Dr. Raven devoted two lectures to 
define religion and science. These lectures were deliver- 
ed on the 30th of November and the 1st of December. 
The number of those, who came to these lectures, declined 
to 207, Dr. Raven defined religion as the awareness 
and the response to the otherness of the universe creat- 
ing a sense of awe and wonder, giving us an integrated, 
unitary and inclusive experience and demanding an 
integrated and unified personality. The religious ex- 
perience must not be on individual basis but it must 
have social content and must be concerned with the 
enrichment of our own life through the enrichment of 
the community. But this unitary experience of an 
integrated personality began to be disrupted by the rise 
of the new Science in the seventeenth century and the 
situation was further aggravated by the application of 
the Newtonian conception of a measurable closed 
universe. With the inevitable rise of industrialisation 
and the consequent urbanisation of civilisation the 
transformation of human life and modes of living was 
inescapable. The cataclysmic progress of the scientific 
movement created embarrassments and life began to be 
explained away in terms of weights and measurements 
till Einstein’s theory of Relativity revoluted the concep- 
tion of the closed universe of Newton. 


However, the rise of technology produced the 
split-mind of Europe. And Dr. Raven spent his lecture 
of the 2nd of December in analying the new conditions 
within which the split-personality was born. The tech- 
nological development revolutionised the earlier form 
of organisation of society with the result that the crafts- 
man was replaced by the mechanic and the village 
community by the modern apartment houses. People, 
who had hither-to-fore lived an integrated life round 
the parish church and participated in life abundant 
provided by Nature and God, shifted to the towns 


اد 


and the industrial areas. Alienation from nature was 
not only disasterous but was likely to produce certain 
psychological changes never taken into serious account. 


These circumstances led to the disorganisation of 
society and a disorganised society brought about the 
split-personality so manifest in Russia, America and 
Great Britain. Therefore, the lecture of the Sth 
December was devoted to the study of the split-person- 
ality in certain countries of the West. It may exhibit 
itself in the form of an intense clash between the 
religious mystique and the Marxist mystique as it does 
in Russia; or it may take the shape of disallowing 
religion as a subject in schools as it is in America or 
even express itself in the uncertainty of attitude to 
religion as itis in Britain. But whatever be the form 
of the manifestation of the split-mind, it abnegates man’s 
essential quality and reduces him to the sub-human 
level. It ignores the quest of apprehending the universe 
and impoverishes the community. 


This being the contemporary dilemma, is there 
any hope of altering the situation? Dr. Raven felt 
confident that the situation can be altered if men could 
be infected with sensitiveness to the meaning of the 
whole world as created by God. Through the experi- 
ence of life, through sacrifice, through the vision of God 
and through the suffering for self-discovery men can be 
broken into life. If men can fulfill these conditions we 
can have the concept of a coherent universe and a 
coherent life. This was the theme of the sixth lecture 
delivered on the 6th of December. 


In the last two lectures of the 8th and the 9th of 
December Dr. Raven reasserted the need of primary 
values of personality and personal relations. And he 
emphasised the possibility of the release of the mankind 
from the catastrophe of technological advance only if 
mankind were to turn to the great religious teachers. 
Therein we have the worth and the centrality of the 
human person asserted. We must reaffirm the basic 
religious convictions of mankind in terms congruous 
with the modern man’s outlook on the universe. 
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It was with tremendous force and passion that 
Dr. Raven claimed our attention for a more fundamental 
approach to life and religion and he left us with pro- 
found and lasting feelings, for his presentation was not 
only massive and direct but remarkably uninhibited for 
a person of his erudition. 


Founder's Day Address, 1955 
( An Abstract ) 


IN the founder's day address Doctor Raven began 
with the **first task of thanksgiving" and a few words of 
remembrance about the founder of St. Stephen's College. 
Since the time of Bishop Westcott “this little seed which 
he planted has grown into the astonishing tree of which 
we are branches”. The growth of the College into a 
premier institution in India “was surely beyond all 
expectations” but it was the dream of the founder and 
Allnutt and Lefroy. Their vigour and vitality, their 
insight, admiration and love made this little College 
into what it is now. Dr. Raven selected a few successors 
who made important impact on the College: C. F. 
Andrews, whose untiring long services in India and 
whose love of the people of India, kept *a close contact 
between living Christianity and living Hinduism” ; 
Frank Monk, who contributed to the Indianisation of 
this College by resigning the principal-ship and continu- 
ing to serve as a lecturer under his Indian successor; 
S. N. Mukarji, *S. N. as we in Cambridge called him", 
whose devotion, vigour and confidence enlarged this 
College and created with Sir Maurice Gwyer a great 
Collegiate University. “Let us pray for great men”, 
said Dr. Raven, **but let us not forget the great unknown 


whose affections and prayers make us live‏ ید ی 
today." |‏ 


Dr. Raven, however, reminded Stephanians that 
we cannot give thanks for the past without realizing our 
responsibilities for the future. “The founder’s convic- 


tions are a challenge". Ifthe threat of a third suicidal 
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war has been relieved and if the “threatening clouds are 
disappearing", then our youngmen must not sit back to 
seek their own advantage but must face the tremendous 
opportunities waiting to be discovered at such a critical 
turn of human history. ‘They must work to give the 
world a type of society in which the individual finds his 
own fulfillment and in the service of the whole com- 
munity exercises his capacity". The world waits for 
such a society, a society in which youngmen and young- 
women will work in an amazingly new partnership. 
"[he dream of St. Paul to which St. Stephen's is 
dedicated" can have its fulfillment now. “Now is the 
time for it. Now is the opportunity for unifying man- 
kind and removing the colour bar. You in this very 
privileged place are an immensely powerful influence on 
international affairs. Your opportunities are unique to 
influence the Communism of Russia and the individual- 
ism of America. Your traditions can help us to hammer 
out our difficulties...... .. to create a society where the 
individual and the community can work their regenera- 
tion by organic integration between the two." Dr. 
Raven seemed thrilled with the amazing transformation 
of life in India, with the tremendous changes that have 
been taking place in the past ten years. He felt 
confident that if youngmen realized the opportunity and 
their responsibility they can contribute to the creation 
ofa new community. “It is wonderful to be young 
these days." But how the future will shape, will depend 
on how the young face the future. “As a privileged 
generation in a privileged place, you have to accept the 
responsibilities of a crisis." St. Stephen's was founded 
ona well-defined purpose—*'the purpose of fulfilling 
that education which develops the awareness of the 
fullness of integrated life directed to the service of God 
and mankind"—It is the aim of this College to fulfil 
that ideal of education, to make its members grow into 
a personality which marvels at the mystery and has the 
capacity to adjust to the new meaning of the modern 
conditions and the significance of eternal values. “You 
may be faced with an impossible task but you have 
unlimited resources in God." This was the conviction 
of the Founder and the principals who shaped this 


College. 
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Mathematics and Science 


THE ultimate appraisal of the utility of mathematics 
in science rests with the philosophy of the pursuit of 
science itself. Scepticism of the utility of mathematics 
is mainly founded on the belief that all the problems of 
science could be solved more informally and yet correctly 
by untutored common sense. But call it mathematical 
bigotry, one could pile up circumstantial evidence to 
establish the claims of mathematics as the sole and 
adequate key to unlock the truths of nature. Mathe- 
matics is the sovereign science at whose mint the ingots 
of common sense are assayed and coined. 


The sceptics think in terms of the enormous 
portions of mathematics which do not and apparently 
may not find any use in science at all. ell, this 
problem needs a very human understanding. Following, 
Descarte's famous dualism—one world consisting of a 
huge mathematical machine extended in space; and 
another world consisting of unextended thinking spirits, 
—one could think of a dualism in mathematics itself — 
as the key to knowledge and as a medium of aesthetic 
fulfilment. It is due to this dualism of utility and art 
that we find Bertrand Russel, saying on the one hand, 
that, “the study of mathematics takes us into the region 
of absolute necessity, to which not only the actual 
world, but every possible world must conform’’, and on 
the other hand that, “Mathematics possesses not only 
truth but supreme beauty, a beauty, cold and austere, 
like that of a sculpture, without appeal to any part of 
the weaker nature; sublimely pure and capable of a 
stern perfection as only the greatest art can show." 


The acceptance of this dualistic nature of mathe- 
matics serves also to effect a compromise between pure 
mathematicians and applied mathematicions. The 
radical distinction between pure and applied mathematic- 
ians is typified by the spate of criticism which Fourier’s 
mathematica] theory of heat, brought forth from the 
stalwart mathematicians of the day -Laplace, Lagrange 
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and Legendre— who, though admitting the novelty and 
importance of Fourier's work pointed out that the 
mathematical treatment left much to be desired by way 
ofrigour. The only weapon at the disposal of pure 
mathematicians is sharp and rigid proof and unless an 
alleged theorem can withstand the severest criticism of 
which the epoch 15 capable, pure mathematicians have 
little use for it. The applied mathematician on the 
other hand is seldom so optimistic as to imagine that 
the infinite complexity of the physical universe can be 
described by any mathematical theory simple enough 
to be understood by human beings. They can experi- 
ment and check the deductions of their ‘purposely 
imperfect” mathematics against the verdict of experience 
—which by the very nature of mathematics is impossible 
for a pure mathematician. If their mathematical predic- 
tions are contradicted by experiment, they do not as a 
mathematician might, turn their back on the physical 
evidence but set aside their mathematical tools and 
look for more powerful methods. 


All this goes to show the progressive nature of 
mathematics. In 1812, after Fourier’s publication of 
his mathematical theory of heat Lagrange pointed out 
certain difficulties which deterred him from proceeding 
by rigorous mathematics, to the general result, from 
special cases of Fourier’s main theorem. These subtle 
difficulties were of such a nature that their removal by 
the then known methods would probably have been 
impossible. More than a century had to pass before 
they were satisfactorily dealt with. From time to time a 
new mathematical idea is born which awakens certain 
scientific problems from the torpor of centuries. An 
observer of these developments can hardly have any 
perceptible intensity of emotion if future mathematicians 
realise Airy’s utopian picture of the world as a self 
solving system of differential equations—with inevitable 


modifications. 


Again there 1s the recurring phenomenon of such 
an artificial problem as the analytic functions of a 
complex variable proving in the long run, of the greatest 
Service in aero-dynamics and practical applications of 
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the theory of liquid motion. The splendour of this, 
shall we say, subconscious and intuitive anticipation 
by mathematicians is best expressed by a quotation from 
Danzig —*The mathematician may be compared to a 
designer of garments who is utterly oblivious of the 
creatures whom his garments may fit. To be sure his 
art originated in the necessity for clothing such creatures; 
but this was long ago; to this day a shape will even- 
tually appear which will fit into the garment as if the 
garment had been made for it. Then there is no end 
of surprise and delight......... The absolute differential 
calculus, a fantasy of Riemann became the mathematical 
vehicle for the theory of Relativity; Matrices of Cayley 
and Sylvester, the ground for the Quantum theory, after 
a century of abstraction". 


For, a psychoanalytic speculation for these abstract 
principles having been originally suggested by physical 
problems we might refer to a treatise of Archimedes, on 
* Mechanical theorems, Method", where he declares to 
Eratosthenes that he used his mechanics to advance 
his mathematics. 


Mathematics has indirect as well as direct in- 
fluences on the history of science. Firstly, it is the 
training ground for teaching people how to judge what 
facts prove. *Anybody who has done no more than 
the first book of Euclid’s geometry ought to have got 
into his head the notion of demonstration of the 
rigorously close connection between a conclusion and 
its premises, of the necessity of being able to show how 
each link in the chain comes to be where it is, and it 
has a right to be there" (—Viscount Morley). As 
Gauss believed philosophers who set to themselves the 
task of ‘pecking at the foundations’ of the nature of the 
universe would do much better if they first ‘sharpened 
their dull beaks on some hard mathematics’, than with 
their mathematical incompetence, of which he accused 
Schilling, Hegel, Plato and Kant. 


_ The respect which mathematics commands from 
scientists because of its past record has peculiarly 
salubrious effects on the history of science. Thus we 
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find doubtful ideas being clarified at the feet of Queen 
Maths. Boyle though not himself a profound mathe- 
matician perceived the fundamental importance of 
mathematics in an atomistic interpretation of the 
chemical world. Copernicus disclosed his ‘heretical’ 
ideas just in the last hope of appeasing the mathema- 
tician in the Pope. The continiuty of his thought with 
the mathematical developments of his day had created 
in him a standing faith in mathematicians and he 
appealed to them as those alone able to judge his theory 
fairly. And they did. For the sixty years that elapsed 
before Copernicus, theory was confirmed in more 
empirical fashion, all those who ventured to stand by 
him were highly accomplished mathematicians whose 
thinking was thoroughly with the mathematical ideas 
of the day. 


Thirdly, we come to the influence of mathematical 
inspiration and intuition. A classical illustration of 
this is Kepler's empirical discovery of his third law. 
Both Kepler and Copernicus were firmly convinced for 
religious reasons — and their religion was governed by 
mathematics — of the uniformity of motion. Hence 
Kepler’s joy at being able to save this principle as 
regards the areas even though it had to be surrendered 
as regards the planets orbit. The laborious attempt to 
determine the ‘music’ of the spheres, was to no small 
extent inspired by mathematics. 


The same is true of such an obvious mechanical 
invention as ‘descriptive geometry’ which revolutionised 
military engineering and mechanical design. Its most 
conspicuous feature is its simplicity. It is amazing that 
this should have required the genuis of an accomplished 
mathematician Gaspard Monge of France (in 1780). 


Its later counterpart, ‘conformal mapping’ which 
is of a more mathematical nature was also destined to 
be conceived of by the mathematical genius, Gauss. 
The applications of conformal mapping are many, the 
most 1mportant being in the theory of the air-foil. 
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To break the chain of this rather too implicit 
eulogy of mathematics, I would like to mention two of 
the most important mathematical ideas, apart from the 
calculus, which have a recurring application in science 
and which according to Edgeworth (author of Mathe- 
matical Psychics) may with advantage be applied to the 
social sciences also—the idea of probability and the 
principle of maxima and minima. 


The former which originated in a gambler's dispute 
is now at the basis of many enterprises which are 
definitely more important than gambling—many kinds 
of insurance, mathematical statistics and their applica- 
tion to educational psychology, biology and much of 
modern theoretical physics. It is typical of mathematics 
that an apparently trivial problem, solved perhaps out 
of idle curiosity leads to such profound generalisations 
as the new statistical theory of the atom, in the quantum 
theory and applications of statistical methods to intelli- 
gence tests and the investigation of heredity. 


The scientific applications of Maxima and Minima, 
invented in 1628 by Fermat, are numerous and far 
reaching. In mechanics for instance, Lagrange dis- 
covered that there is a certain function of the position 
and velocities of bodies concerned in a problem which 
when made an extremum gives us the equations of 
motion of the system— which describes it completely 
at any instant. There are similar functions in physics 
which sum up an exhaustive branch of mathematical 
physics in the simple requirement that the function in 
question should be an extremum. Hilbert in 1916 found 
one for general relativity, Fermat himself applied it to 
optics—(the principle of least time which was later 
amended to that of stationary time). It has been proved 
to be germ of the new quantum theory and wave 
mechanics elaborated since 1916. 


To illustrate the possibility of mathematical hand- 
ling of the social sciences, Mr. Edgeworth relates an 
actual instance of the success of mathematics in eco- 
nomics—**Mr. Marshall and M. Walras deduce mathe- 
matically though not arithmetically an interesting 
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theorem which Mill and Thornton failed with unaided 
reason to discern ; though they were quite close to it— 
the theorem that the equation of supply to demand 
though necessary is not a sufficient condition for market 
price". 


Apart from coining some inspiring words like 
Mecanique Social and Principle of Maximum Happi- 
ness, Mr. Edworth also gives some good reasons for 
believing in the possibility of mathematical handling of 
social sciences. 


“Mathematics has long walked by the evidence 
of things not seen in the world of atoms—the methods 
whereof though statistical and rough may illustrate the 
possibility of social mathematics. The invisible energy 
of Electricity is grasped by the marvellous methods of 
language, the invisible energy of pleasure may admit 
of a similar handling ^ 


R. LAKSHMINARAYANAN 
11 Yr. 


CHRONICLE 


The Union 


I cannot understand the utter fascination that most people have 
for statistics. They would be much happier to know how many eggs 
were laid on a particular day in the world, than to understand what 
constitutes an egg ; if they are told that stars possess the property of 
twinkling, they will observe the fact one night and say, “It really is so.” 
It will never dawn on them to question why is it so; perhaps 
because with the advent of dawn the stars vanish ! 


As an after thought, I should like to dedicate this report to all 
those members of the union who feel that they should be mere 
observers of the activities in college, and who, when they read this 
(which they won't) suddenly realise that it is all very new to them. 


To begin witb, the Variety Entertainment held in the First Term 
in aid of the Prime Ministers Flood Relief Fund yielded a sum of 
Rs. 1101/-. further sums of Rs. 91/3/- and Rs. 235/- were collected 
on 18/8/55 and 5/11/55 as a result of individual donations. 


With the advent of the Youth Festivals at the end of October 
the college seemed to become unnecesarily empty. To rectify this the 
Union arranged for these highly magnetic people to demonstrate 
their charms on our stage— with the result that a very successful 
evening of entertainment ensued. Teams from the Bombay, 
Karnatak, Nagpur, Aligarh, Gauhati, Baroda and Bihar Universities 
kept everybody pleasantly occupied. 


The debating programme started off with the Mukarji Memorial 
Inter Class Debate held at the beginning of the term. A total 
of 43 speakers competed to represent their classes in the Mukarji 
Memorial [nter Class Debate. The following were successful :— 


I Year: I Aditya Nehru 11 P. Rajaraman & Venkatesh Murthy 
lI Year: I Venkata Raman II Bhaskar Ghose III V. Laroia. 
III Year ; I M. M. Malhotra II B. M. Rai III V. Soni. 
M.A. I Dhruva Dey II Praveen Singh III V. Dayal. 


The team prize was awarded to the M A. Team. 


The main function of the year, the Mukarji Memorial All 
India Trophy Debate was held on the 11th of November. A record 
number of entries were received from the colleges outside Delhi ; 
out ofa total of 12 teams participating, five were oustation. 


2 


Perhaps due to this fact the standard was, surprisingly, higher than 
what was normally expected. The subject was *'The past is the 
best guide for the future.” The College was represented by M. M. 
Malhotra and V. Dayal. The trophy, however, takes a trip to 
Calcutta, having been won by the Presidency College Calcutta. 
The individual prizes were awarded to Kamal Datta of Presidency 
College, Calcutta, Miss Grace Adiappa of Presidency College, 
Madras, and W. R. Desai of Hindu College. 


Our debaters have been fairly successful in the local debates. 
At Lady Irwin College the Hannah Sen Trophy was 
won for the second successive year. B. M. Rai was awarded the 
second individual prize while Vinit Haksar provided capable 
support. Two All India Trophy Debates have also been 
won—The Zakir Hussain Trophy at Delhi College and the Daulat- 
ram Aggarwal Trophy at S. N. Das Gupta College. At the former, 
M. M. Malhotra and Manik Wadhwani represented the college, 
Malhotra being awarded the II individual prize. At the latter Manik 
Wadhwani, who was awarded the I prize, and Venkata Raman 
proved to be the best team. Vinod Sawhney and J. S. Chaddha 
were each awarded individual prizes in the debates in which they 
participated. S. R. Adige, Anil Bordia, Vinay Bhalla, Jag Mohan 
Bajaj and Venkatesh Murtthy have also represented the college in 
various debates. 


ASHOK MANDAL 
Secretary 


Social Service League 


We should like to express our thanks to all those who have 
helped us during the flood relief work. We are legitimately glad 
of the work which the Social Service League has done, with the help 
of a large number people, for the suffering humanity. During the 
floods we have been doing medical work every day. We did rescue 
work also. We have been feeding the flood victims in different 
camps around Delhi. 


In the last few months the work of the League was mainly 
concentrated on Wazirabad village. Weare fortunate in having 
an experienced teacher in the school. There has been a remarkable 
increase in the number of students. It has been resolved to award 
some prizes for out standing students. The teacher's salary has 
been increased to Rs. 40/- per month. | 


We have been helping some college servants with the education 
of their children by monthly grants and in cases of illness. 


We finally appeal to the students to come forward in large 
numbers and do the noble work and show the traditional zest for 
Social service. At present most of our active Workers are examinee 
students. So obviously they cannot do much. So the success of 
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our activities now depends mostly on the first and second year 
students. We are sorry to say that the response from first year has 
en very poor. We hope that this is but a temporary phase 


In a meeting held recently Aman Kumar Wazir has been appoint- 
ed as secretary for the next term. 


T. K. JAYARAMAN 
Secretary 


Advanced Economic Seminar 

Some members of the Advanced Economic Seminar condes- 
cended to grace the meeting convened to meet Professor C. N. Vakil. 
But for that blemish the Seminar has maintained a very clean 
record of no activity. This is partly because our Economists have 
fortunately found more self-fulfilling interests in life as such, which 
explains their infidelity to their Sciences; and partly because they 
seem to think that they can well do without Economics. 


It is hoped that this frigidity will thaw with spring, and the 
blazing prospects of bookish activity in anticipation or dread of 
the April Examinations. We wish them luck. 


RAJENDRA SAHAI 
Secretary 


Gujrati Literary Society 
The society met twice during this term. On 8th October Mr. 
S. T. Raja, Joint Secretary in the Ministry of Food and Agriculture 
and a prominent personality in the social and cultural activities of 
Gujratis residing in Delhi gave a very stimulating talk on ‘‘Gujratis 
as politicians”. Inthe discussion that followed—one of the best 
-we have had so far—various matters ranging from a survey 
Gujrati culture and literature to the reasons of success or otherwise 
of Gujratis in the various competitive examinations were debated 
and discussed by the members with unusual interest. The discussion 
lasted almost one and-a-half hours. | 


In the next meeting held on 23rd Nov. a play of Mr. Chuni- 
lal Madia was read out. Later, poems composed by our President 
Mr, Jaywant sinhji were read out. 
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The Society expects to establish itself on a firm footing by 
the end of the year. 


CHANDRAKANT PATEL 
Secretary. 


ہمہ — 


Report of the Reading Room Committee 


The Annual Auction of the Reading Room magazines was 
held on 22nd Oct. 55 and realised a not in considerable sum of 
Rupees one hundred and ninety two and annas ten only. 


The Reading Room hall was lent for the Arts and Hobbies 
exhibition held during the Founder's Day Week. 


The *News week" and “Illustrated” magazines have been 
stopped. 


INDER MOHAN SAHAI 
Secretary 


Student Christian Movement 


There was the annual work-camp at Satal in September. A 
number of our members had offered to attend this camp. But due to 
heavy rains and the dislocation of communications, they could not 
go and missed what would possibly have been one of their most 
exciting experiences in life. 


Mr. B. Pathak our new Travelling-Secretary was in college for 
four days beginning from the 2nd of Nov. when he gave the address 
at an Evensong in the Chapel. We are looking forward to meeting 
him again when he comes to Delhi this month. Mr. Harry Morton, 
the Provincial Secretary was in college soon after Mr. Pathak had 
left. He addressed the members of the S.C.M. and pointed out in 
passing that-there is always the danger of our forgetting the respon- 
sibilities we have in the daily life of the college. He appeared 
quite enthusiastic and implanted in us the hope that he will do 
much to strengthen the S.C.M. movement. Canon Raven, 
addressed the members of the S.C.M. a numbers of times 
during the Religious & Moral Instruction classes. We were glad 
to have him with us at a Social on the 5th of Dec. We wish him 
a happy stay in this country. 


W. W.CHOKANI 
Secretary 


The English Literary Society 


There were only three mectings this term. This was unavoid- 
able; many important Union and College events were held on a 
Friday, which, as it happens, is the day on which the Society meets. 


All three meetings were thoroughly enjoyable; Mr. Gerald 
Priestland, the B.B.C. correspondent in Delhi, speaking on the 
first Friday of the term, read us a few of Webster's spicier remarks 
and a great many of his bawdy ones, in the course of a delightful 
talk on the playwright and his plays. 


We heard a British Council recording of Oscar Wilde’s play 
“The Importance of Being Earnest’, in which Sir John Gielgud 
and Dame Edith Evans were featured. This was on the Friday 
before Dussehra. 


Our last meeting was in October. Mr. Derek Holroyde, the 
B.B.C. representative in India, spoke graphically on the B.B.C. His 
talk was interspersed by the handing round of coloured folders. 


As I have stated, college activities, not the least of which was 
the Shakespeare Society play, prevented our meeting again. We had 
a fairly large number of people at every meeting, who, even if they 
did not enjoy the scheduled talks or recordings, certainly got a very 
good tea. 


BHASKAR GHOSE 
Secretary 


The Shakespeare Society 


The Second Term is one of hectic activity. We contribute 


our share by presenting a full length play of William Shakespeare 
in the third week of November. 


“The Taming of the Shrew” was our choice for this 
season. Throughout October we rehearsed it, in November we 
staged it and in December we were still enjoying its after-effects. 


As a review of the play will be found elsewhere it will be futile 
for me to add any thing by way of an opinion. But I must express 


my appreciation if not of the play, then certainly of the arrangements 
which contributed to its success. 
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My sincerest thanks to Sri Suresh Saksena for his efficient 
(& safe!) handling of the Business; Sri Deepak Narang and his 
bevy of ushers who controlled the theatre-mongers with admitable 
politeness, and the Rev. W. A. W. Jarvis who, in a fit of hilarity, 
provided a fitting epilogue to ‘The Taming of the Shrew'—a play 
which was ‘a delight and a discovery’ in every sense of the word. 


NRIPENDRA PAL SINGH 
Secretary 


History Society 
The Society had the privilege of being spoken to by two out- 
side speakers during the term. 


Mr. P. K. Sirkar, who is Geography lecturer in both the 
Department of African Studies and the newly founded School of 
International Studies, spoke on “The Relation between History and 
Geography". The subject was thoroughly dealt with in an excellent 
lecture. 


Miss Mehr Firdounji gave in a talk on the *Bhoodan Move- 
ment", a brief history of the movement itself, then dealt with the 
principles of Bhoodan and its working throughout India. Miss 
Firdounji has worked with Acharya Vinoba Bhave, and her lecture 
aroused the interest that only a first hand account can create. 


RAVINDRA DAYAL 
Secretary 


The M P.C S. 


The society couldn't have a busy time this term. [0 fact, 
many scientists were contacted, but unfortunately none of them 
could spare any time to address the society. Some of them, 
however, have given definite hints about their being free in the next 
tern, Our own members have shown but little enthusiasm and 
initiative in this matter. With a little interest they could prepare 
good papers on various scientific and technical topics. 


In the last week of November, Mr. V. P. Sawhney of M.Sc. 
Final (Phys ) gave a very lucid and informative talk on the “Physical 
Basis of Quantum Mechanics". 


The meeting was well-attended and quite successful. Consider- 
ing the interest of the members in the topic concerned, it has been 
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decided to have a few more talks on the same subject in the next 
term 


In response to the notice about the Annual Essay Competition 
a number of essays have been submitted. The names of the prize- 
winners will be announced in the third term. 


A. K. MiTRA 
Secretary 


The Bengali Literary Union 


We remained rather inactive this term. Only one meeting 
was held in November, to celebrate “Bijoya”, which was well 
attended. Narayan Mukherjee delighted us with some songs. 


We hope to be more active next term. 


ASHOKE SEN 
Secretary 


The Dramatic Society 


The society has been fairly active this year. After the Inter- 
College Dramatic Competition, the only play we staged was **Jhoola 
Kwale” a farce in Urdu by Choukat - Thanni, which we presented 
in the college hall on Founder's day. 


Determined to produce a full length play next year entitled 
Khalid - ki - Khala, a very hilarious play adopted by Begum Zahidi 
from the popular English play Charley’s Aunt. Our hunt for ladies 
to cast is still going on and I hope by the end of Jan. 56, it would 
be possible for us to stage the play. 


ANAND N. BAMROO 
Secretary 


Cricket 
In the beginning of this term, college cricket was adversely 


affected by the rains and also by the floods as practice _ became 
irregular and some fixtures were cancelled. The match against the 
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Indian Military College could not take place on account of the 
dislocation of communications between Dehra Dun and Delhi. 


There have, however, been a number of interesting fixtures 
later in the term. There was draw with the Muslim University at 
Aligarh in connexion with which more can be said for the hospitality 
shown by our hosts than for their cricket standard. Two interesting 
matches were played against teams from Karachi, while the Diwali 
holidays proved highly successful for our team. 


In the first. [nter-Collegiate tie we beat Kirori Mal College 
by an innings. Our skipper, Yash Pall, highlighted the match 
with a grand all-round display. We now meet Law Faculty early next 
term. 


Jyotish Chandra is to be congratulated on being the first to 
score 1,000 runs this season. Arvind Bhandari has done well 
to secure 75 wickets in the first two terms. A number of our boys 
attend the DDCA trials for the selection of the Ranji Trophy side. 


ASHOK DAYAL 
Secretary 


Football 


We did not have too successful a season this term. Having 
won the first four Inter-College matches we entered the finals to 
meet our far superior rivals, Hansraj. We lost by the narrow 
margin of one goal, not because of bad play but owing to heavy 
odds against us. We must give credit to our rivals for, it was a 
match well played and fairly won. 


To wind up, I must thank Mohan Singh for his kind help and 
guidance and all the other players for their co-operation and assis- 
tance throughout the season. I wish them every success in future. 


ASHISH SAHU 
Secretary 


Tennis 
Tennis was conducted as regularly in the second term as the 


holidays permitted. Our representatives in the Raj Kumari Coachin 
Scheme are showing undiminished enthusiasm and there are i 
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that our men are taking advantage of it. We hope to hold our 
tournaments next term. The following have been appointed class 
captains : 


Vinod Grover -— First year. 
Madan Mehta - Second ۰ 
M. M. Kaul má Third year. 
Ashok Hoon " M. A. 
M. M. KAUL 
Secretary 
Hockey 


If it is true that those whom the gods love die young, we 
must be well loved indeed. Our defeat by Hindu College by one 
goal in a Well contested game came as a disappointing end to a 
disappointing season, which was marked by a serious lack of 
enthusiasm. Mucb hard work will have to be put in if we are to 
do better next year. 


GURPREET SINGH 
Secretary 


Atheletics 

Hard, long and continuous practise paid off in the Inter- 
Collegiate Atheletic Meet, where we retained our title by an over- 
whelming margin. Our nearest rivals were Hindu College. Among 
other things Ranjit Bhatia and Jyotish Chandra set up new records 
in their respective events. I am grateful to Ranjit Bhatia, Mr. 
Ranbir Singh, our senior atheletes, Mr. Marr (for his special food) 
and others who made this victory possible. 


K. PADMANABHAN 
Secretary 
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Re-Union Day 


The Old Students Reunion Day was held this year on Saturday 
S Nov. '55. Usually the Reunion is held on the first Saturday 
following the Founders Day. But this year a departure was made 
at the request of some very old Stephanians, who are well over 
60 years of age, to avoid the severe cold of December. 


As usual the day began with a cricket match between the Past 
and the Present. This interesting and closely contested match was 
followed by tea and tennis; both being mixed affairs without any 
competition. About 300 old Stephanians attended the tea and 
freely mixed with one another. It was indeed more like a family 
gathering with spontaneous out bursts of happy laughter. Along 
with the tea and tennis there were encounters between the Past and 
Present in football and hockey. These contests were reintroduced 
this year by our veteran old **boy" Bose Sahib after a lapse of four 
years. While the football match ended in a draw, the Present were 
soundly “tanned ' in the hockey match. Soon after the games all 
the guests assembled in the College Hall for entertainment prior to 
dinner. Unfortunately due to a misunderstanding the customary 
entertainment of skits and music could not be arranged. However 
thanks to the fine gesture of the present students in residence a short 
but lively entertainment was produced on the spur of the moment; 
which was acclaimed with wild applause. Before adjourning for 
dinner the Old Students Association relected for another term of 
3 years Dr. Maharaj Narain Kaul as its President and the existing 
committee, with a slight change, the inclusion of Mr Ishwar Lal. 


The attendance at the dinner was less than in previous years 
though this shortcoming was compensated by a grand menu. This 
year anew and welcome innovation was introduced, in that the 
Professors’ Wives were invited to participate in the dinner. 


I must take of my hat to the old “61115” whose response to 
dinner is always better than that of the old “boys”. This 
proud and memorable day concluded with a lively speech by Mr. 
M. M. Baig, Principal of Delhi College (formerly Anglo-Arabic 
College) and an appreciation of what the College always stood for 
by Mr. Nuruddin Ahmed. He appealed to ex-Stephanians to help 
their Alma Mater in whatever capacity they could. Finally Mr. 
Raja Ram the Principal thanked everyone for making the function 
a great success, particularly Messrs. S. K. Bose, E. R. Kapadia and 
H. Marr for their excellent organisation. 


B. JOGA RAO. 





“টিফেনিয়ান” 


) IAI বিভাগ ) 


সম্পাদক্ত £- সুনীল গোপাল বন্দ্যোপাধ্যায় 


“ ۴۲۲ কথা”, 


চিলাচনিত পৃখানুযায়ী সম্পাদকীয় লিখতে বসে 7۱۲۲5۲ চর্চার দিকে মনোনিবেশ 
করাই উচিত ছিল, কিন্ত সময় ও স্থান ۲۶5 "fev, তাই তার অব্তারণ। এখানে 
অবান্তর মনে করলাম । তাছাড়া» কলেছ ম্যাগাভিন কলেভ জীবনের মুখপত্র._তার 
মধো ফাটে উঠবে কলেজের wy পতিচছবি, এটাই বাঞ্চ'ীয়,_যাতে FATT আবরণ 
ٹم‎ না কলঙ্কের আবজ্ঞ নাকে, সত্যর At পকাশ হবে অফ্নন্ত অকুন্ঠিত ۵۱ 
এই সবল 155 চিত্রাঙ্কনে আলোড়ন লাগবে কলেজ জীবনে, বন্যা ছুটবে তীঙ্গা-গড়ার, 
দন হবে আজকের ,ہہ‎ প্রকাশ পাবে নব উতদাহ ও Hote উদ্ভাসিত 
কলেজের ۱۳4 ছবি। তবেই তো হবে পত্রিকার ۱ 


এই কথা স্মরণ রেখে, সমীচীন মনে করলাম এখানে কতকগুলো সমস্যা তুলে ধরা 
যার পৃতিকারের অপেক্ষায় নিভৰ করছে বৃহত্তর কলেজ জীবনের সঙ্গে এই কলেজে 
বাঙ্গালী ছাত্রদের ভবিষ্যৎ যোগসূত্র । পূয়োজনের দাবী অতি 255, সময় ও স্থান 
735 অনুক্ল,_তাই এই ধৃষ্টতা । তার জন্যে ۲:۲5 ۱ তবে সাহিত্যান্বেঘী পাঠকদের 
হাতে তুলে দিলাম অন্য কয়েকটা লেখা, আশাকরি সেগুলো TTT সমাদর লাভ করবে 
তাদের সূক্ষ্ম বিচারে, স্থান পাবে তাদের মানদণ্ডে । শুধু এইমাত্র আশা নিয়ে 
বিদায় নিচিছ আমার সাহিত্যিক পাঠকদের কাছ থেকে - - - - - 


সেন্ট স্টিফেন্সের কলেজ জীবনের গতির সঙ্গে পরিচয় ঘটে স্টিফেনিরানের 
পাতায় বছরে তিনবার ۱ 515 বিভাগের’ দর্শনও তাতে মেলে-তবে বছরে ۱ 
এটাই রীতি-স্টিফেনিয়ানের ইতিহাস তার সাক্ষ্য দেয়। “এ প্রথার কি অন্যথা হতে 
পারে ন! ?-স্বতাবতই ۶۳۲ জাগে কিন্ত বন্তমানে পেন্ট স্টিফেন্দ কলেজের 6 
বাঙ্গালী যে পরিস্থিতিতে উপস্থিত, সেখানে এ PF সত্যই অবান্তর । UT একদিকে 
আমাদের উৎসাহ ও উদ্দীপনার পড়েছে ভাটার টান, অন্যদিকে দেখা দিয়েছে 5 
চরম অবস্থা । বোধহয় পথম অবস্থা থেকেই উৎপত্তি দ্বিতীয়ের, কিন্তু TTT 5 
যে পকাশ্যভাবে বিদ্যমান, আশাকরি সে সম্বন্ধে বাঙ্গালী ছাত্ররা নিজেরাও সম্পর্ণ অচেতন 
নন। কলেজ বঙ্গীয় সাহিত্য সমিতির” | অহেতুক নীরবতা এর একটা تج‎ নিদশন i 
পাণবন্ত কলেজ জীবনে প্রাণস্পন্দনের এই অভাব আমাদের উদাস মনোবৃত্তির কথাই 
স্মরণ করিয়ে দেয়, ফলে দোঘারোপের বোঝা স্থানান্তরিত হবার কোন সুযোগই রাখেন | 
কলেজ থেকে ডাক পড়েছে অনেক, সেটা সন্মানিত হতে পারেনি উপযুক্ত সাড়ার ۱ 
তার একটা প্রমাণ পাওয়া যায়, এই পত্রিকা থেকেই ۱ 'বাংলা-বিভাগে'র 7 
কলেজ কর্তৃপক্ষদের ٩۱۲۲ চেষ্টার ফলে বোধহয় আমাদের সচেতন ও ATIA করার 
এ একটা অতিনৰ পন্থা । কিন্ত এ tH পৃকৃতপক্ষে TA] হয় খুব কম ক্ষেত্রেই। 


CF, এ ۶۱۰۵۶۱ ۰۱۰۲ শেল।ঘ।ত ছয় শম্পাদবেব মাথায়, প্ঘনা।না খুব TT ছাত্রদের 
ওপরই বেখীপাত جج‎ পবান্তী শম্প।দকদের এই cep او‎ হাতে হয়েছে 
বল৷ বাছলা, এ সম্পাদকের বেলায়ও তার বাতিক্রম ۲۲۲۲۱ আনেক ছাত্রই, অনেক বাব, 
অনেক দ:খের সঙ্গে শেঘ 7۲ তাদেন 'অপারগতার কথা 7۱۲۳۲ দিরেছেন সম্পাদককে, 
ডর ঈম্প।দককে ও 'তা মাখাপোতি নেনে নিতে হয়েছে 'চিনাচবিত AM হিশেবে 
তার জনো দ:খ cU "তব, মুষ্টিমেয় লেখার ওপৰ তার বিচার afaa aries পায় 
কোন ۷۱55۶ লাগাতে ۶۱۳۹۲۰۲, গে ۱ 


কিন্ত দ:খের সীম! wa এখানেই আবদ্ধ নয়। এই ۱ চাল৷' ভাবের পতাৰ 
বর্তমানে পত্রিকার এই < 7مم‎ ছাড়িয়ে গংক্রামিত হযেছে বৃহত্তর কলেজ জীবনে | 
তাই বৃহত্তর কলেজ জীবন খেকে ae আমরা পায় foras হতে চলেছে 
«faz ও সুনামের ভাণ্ডার । এব ٩۳2۲۱۳۲۲ কি কোন উপায়ই নেই? উপায়ের 
অওাৰ নেই, চেষ্টার ও বোধহর up নেই । তবে দুঃখ এই যে وا‎ এই A ٩ 
অন্বেষণ করছেন তাদের সংখা। নিতান্তই অল্প, আর এই অল্পদংখাকেব 5 
চাত্রভীবনের সন্ধায় । তাই নবাগত ছাত্রদের কাছে আমার বিশেঘ অনুরোধ তাৰা যেন 
aay মনাক উপলব্ধি করে, উত্সাহ ও উদ্দীপন। বরে এগিয়ে আসেন বৃহন্তর কলেজ 
Tera সঙ্গে নিজেদের ওতপোত ভাবে জড়িত করে, নিজেদের অস্তিত্বের পূণ মধ্যাল। 
দেখার wes! এতে একদিকে যেমন তাদের পুতিভার Aer! হবে, অনাদিকে বৃহত্তব 
কলেজ জীবনের সুনাম বৃদ্ধির জন্যে সেটা যখে সহায়ক হয়ে উঠবে। তাদের তরফ 
থেকে পৃচে্টার কোন ইঙ্গিতই যদি না৷ আগে তবে যবনিকা পড়বে কলেজের সাথে 
বাঙ্গালী stara 8۳۱777 যে।গসূত্রের অধ্যায়ে ; খিস্মৃতির অতল তলে তলিয়ে যাবে 
কলেজে বাঙ্গালীদের খেঘ নিদর্শন_এই «wm fast আর এ "বঙ্গীয় সাহিতা 
সমিতি" | দূর ভবিষ্যতে whaa TI অধ্যায়ের সূচন। হবে কি না, গে অনধিকার 
55۱ ۱ তবে বর্তমানে অতীতের সুদীর্ঘ প্রচেষ্টার om পরিণাম কি হবে এই 


আমার বক্তবোর শেঘ দাড়ি এখানেই টেনে দিলাম ۱ এবার শুধু কয়েকজনকে 
অভিনন্দন জ।নাবার পালা । সর্ববাগে জানাই ATT অধ্যাপক কেশব চন্দ্র নাগ 
মহাখয়কে যিনি সর্ববপন্মতিক্রমে “দিল্লী বিশ্ববিদ্যালয় বঙ্গীয় সাহিত্য সমিতির' সভাপতি 
পদে পুননির্ববাচিত হয়েছেন। আর জানাই অধ্যাপক گ‎ বি, এন, রায় মহাশয়কে 
fafa গাগৃহে গৃহণ করেছেন “কলেজ বঙ্গীয় সাহিত্য সমিতির সভাপতির ۱ 
এই সূত্রে আমাদের আন্তরিক TOTTI জানাই “কলেজ বঙ্গীয় সাহিত্য সমিতির ' 
ws সভাপতি 3771 চন্দ্র রায় মহাশয়কে যিনি তার TIT সময় ব্যয়ে বিশেষ 
ভাৰে সাহায্য করেছেন এই সমিতিকে ۱ তার অপূত্যাশিত পদত্যাগে কলেজ বিশেষ 
ভাবে ক্ষতিগস্থ হয়েছে সন্দেহ নেই | তার ef জীবন Bd ও শান্তিময় হউক। 


সর্ববশেঘে রইল পাঠকমণ্ডলীর জন্যে আমার আন্তরিক শুভেচ্ছা | 


۷٦۲0-1 


এবার একেবারে বদ্ধপরিকর ছিলাম যে fam লিখব mi কারণ بج‎ «ifa 
না। কিন্ত সম্পাদকের অনুরোধ সহজে এড়াতে পারলাম না| aa লিখব, কাল 
লিখব, কি লিখি আর কি a লিখি এর নাগরদোলায় পড়ে মতাই অত্যন্ত ۲5۱۶ হয়ে 
পড়েছিলাম । এরকম ভাঙ্গা-মন নিয়ে সাহিত্যের কোন গুরু DE বিঘয়ে আলোচন। 
কবা সম্ভব নয়, সেইভন্য আমার এই ক্ষদ্র জীবনে যে কটা 8۴۰۱ মনে এলো তাই লিখে 
fraty— 


0: ১0০ 0۰ MM 0۰ 


২১-৬-৫৩ — 

7۳17۱۳2۲ AWS পৃথিবীর বুকের উপর দিয়ে চলতে চলতে পার্শ্ব ক মূর্ত 7 
মধ্য হতে 1۳۲ যে কতপ্রকার ভাল মন্দ রূপের কথা বলে যায় তার ইয়ত্তা রাখা সম্ভব 
নয়। আমার এক বন্ধু এই রকমভাবে আমায় বলেছিলো, জীবনে কি করলি, 
তাজই দেখলি না-বিস্ময়ে হতবাক হয়ে গিয়েছিলাম, সত্যই UI ا‎ Ca?[ 
তাজ, কবির লেখনীর স্ফরণ তাজ, পর্যটকের বিস্ময় তাজ, সেইটাই এখনে! ۱ 
২১শে জ্ন'৫৩ তাজ দেখতে যাব এই ঠিক হলো। যাবার আগে শুনলাম, 7 
সামনে গেলেই দেখবি তোর মনের ভেতর কাব্যি রস Pa PIE করবে তখন দেখবি 
আপনা = Coe তোর কলম কাগজের ওপর লড়তে چٹ‎ তখনও 
ঠিক বোধগম্য ۱ 


ফিরে এসে শুধু এক কথাই ভাবলাম_অতীতের হিসাব নিয়ে সংসারের ওপর 
দিয়ে চলতে গিয়ে কত উত্থান পতন, কত ভাঙ্গা গড়া, কত হাসি কান্নার স্মৃতি চোখে 
পড়ে যায়। দ্রোষ্টা মনের গভীর তলদেশে স্মৃতির স্তিমিত প্রভাব, বাসনার 
বেগ ভরা ,یکاہ‎ রেশ দিয়ে বলে যায়, এমনি করে দিনে দিনে ঝরে পড়বার জন্যই 
এত TT, এত মমতায় এমন রূপ নিয়ে ফটে উঠেছিলাম ۱ রূপ আছে কিন্ত এ রূপের 
আর সে আদর নেই, যার বুক ভরা আদরে পাণ ভরা মমতায় এরূপ ফুটে উঠে অনন্ত 
দৃষ্টি আকর্ষণ করেছিল, মে যাওয়ার সঙ্গে সঙ্গেই এরূপের আর সেই TAT রইল ۱ 
সে অন্তরের একান্ত মমতা মধুর স্পর্শ না লাগার এরূপ যেন দিনে দিনে আপন জন 
হারিয়ে আলগা মনের আঅ।পন-পাওয়। frome খুইয়ে ঝরে পড়ছে। যে ফটিয়ে তোলে 
সেনা থাকলে ফটিয়ে তোলা রূপের মাধুরী ঝরে যায়। যুগ যুগান্তর ধরে সংসার এই 
সাক্ষ্য দিয়ে আসছে । সেই জন্য মনে হয় এ সংসারে ফুটিয়ে তোলবার বেগ ভরা 9 
মিথ্যা ۱ কারণ তাজ আমার তাল লাগল না-সে আমায় পেল না। আকিঞ্চনে যে মন্মোহ 


পাখিতে গে তৃথি নেই, কবির ছন্দেল খেলা, এতিহাপিকেন তীর বাণী কোনটাই পানে 
লাগল না, মন বিঘাদে তবে 2-7۳ ট্রাজেডাই বাটে || 
0: Ter :02 :0 

২৮-২-৫৯ — 

আমার জীবনে কয়েকজনের লেখা বিশেঘভবে পতান বিস্তার কনেছে_তার মধ্যে 
"BS একজন। এর cat কেন cif ন। ছোট বেলা থেকেই বেশ ভাল লাগত, 
অনেকে হয়ত ভাববেন নতেলের sari কিন্ত ঠিক তা নর বইয়ের তলার afera 
লুকিয়ে নভেল পড়তে গেলেও পেছনে কানমলার ভয় ছিল। এর মত ٩ 
স্পশী লেখা আমি খুব কমই পড়েছি। যখন একাদশ শ্ণোতে পড়ি শরংচন্দের 
বেশীর ভাগ বইই শেঘ করে ফেলেছি । তার কয়েকটি কথা আমার কানে এখনও বাজে | 
বিশেষ করে 3 ۲۵ a এক জায়গায় তিনিবলেছেন কালোর যে এত রূপ ছিল 38 
কোন দিন জনি নাই তবে হয়ত মৃত্যুও কালো বলির FTO wal’ বার বার 
মনে এসে যায়-কৈ ভুলতে চেষ্টা করেও ত ভুলতে পারি না।' অনেকে হয়ত 
নিশ্চয়ই ভাবছেন একি বিদঘুটে খেয়াল রে বাব | সত্যই কথাটা নিয়ে এত ভেবেছি 
যে বলবার নয়। 


কথাটার মৌলিকত। উদ্ধার করতে পারব faa জানি a কারণ এই নিয়ে বাংলার 
শিক্ষকের সাখে তুমুল তর্ক বেঁধে গিয়েছিল। তবে আমার মনে হয় মান্ঘ কালো 
জিনিঘটাকে সাধারণতঃ ভয় করে কারণ, সীম 1۲55 সীমারেখা মধ্যেই মান্ঘকে খেলে 
বেড়াতে হয়, সী ۱15 বাইরে যে কি আছে و‎ তার দৃষ্টির অগোচরে থেকে যায়। সীমার 
বাইরে দৃষ্টির গতি নেই বলে সীমান্ত দেশ গতির অন্ধকারে গার নিবিড়তায় তয় 53 
we শুণাতায় পরিপূর্ন : ভীতি কাতর দৃষ্টির সামনে ভীমকায় মহান্ধকারের গাড় কালো রূপ 
দেখে মান্ঘ পরিত্রাহী শব্দে পিছিয়ে আদে-_কিন্ত কালো কি coss এত 1 
আমার মনে হয় ۲571 নিবিড় অন্ধকারের এমন ےط‎ রূপ মানুঘের চোখে 1۳250 
হয়। মানুঘ দৃষ্টি দিয়ে দেখলেও এ সংসারে দৃষ্টির স্বাতঘ্ব নেই | 


কথাটা নিয়ে বেশী ঘাঁটার্থাটি করতে তর করে, কারণ তর্কটা এমন জটিল হরে 
দাঁড়িয়েছিল যে ভূলে গিয়েছিলাম আমি একজন শিক্ষকের সাথে তর্ক করছি_খেরালের 
বশে যা মুখে এসে গিয়েছিল তাই বলেছিলাম আজ শান্ত মনে বসে চিন্তা করলে EID 
পায়। এ Aer বারে বারে পাণে খোঁচা দিয়েছে ۱ খালি মনে হয়, স্বচ্ছ সোতের সাবলীল 
আনন্দ লহরীর মত মূত্তিকে পেয়ে মানুঘ তার সরগ গতির বিলাস ভঙ্গি লাভ করে সার্থক 
হর, وہ‎ উপকরণেই তার আমিত্ব সীমাবদ্ধ হয়ে যায়। বিবন্তনের ধারার আপন- 
ভোলা রূপ নিয়ে মানুঘ যুগ যগান্তর ধরে সুখ সংসারের সীমান্ত নির্দেশ করে বলেছে 
আদেশ মেই, অনুরোধ নেই, তবুও Fa চাঞ্চল্যের বিরাম নেই, যেন না সুপ্ত না ATMA 
area সুনিবিড় বিশাম নেই, সভাগের শান্ত সরস গতি নেই, এরূপ দুঃখ F2 সহ্য করে, 
নুখ-সংসারের পরিপূর্ণ রূপের অন্তিম ঘসাই সমাধা করে, পরিতুষ্ট হ'বার পূর্বেই, ছেড়ে 


¢ 


যাবার ডাক এসে যায, MASI মৃতকে এত STFA বলে নান FT| মরে যাই 
বলে শোকার্ত হই না, ছেড়ে যেতে হয় বলে চোখে mu এসে যায়, তখন মনে হয় কালো 
ভিনিবটা কি ভনঞ্কর_তার করাল কটাক্ষ এড়িয়ে যাবার TT পাণ মন 876 করে 
এ Getta হবে «| অনা বড 5۳2۱۳55 দরকার, এই ডাক পড়ে বার ۱ FFF হার একবারও 
কি তেবে দেখেছি বে, খণ্ডিত আবারের আলোকিত রূপে আপনাকে দশন ہ٭‎ করার, 
আবার r facea রূপ fife? a হওয়ায়, খ্শিআবারের বিকট রূপ কঠ 
777 বলে মনে 51۱ 377 Aafa আলোকের আতশে উদ্ভাসিত মহান্ধকারের এক 
অতিশয় সুন্দর রূপ দেখা ۲۲۱ AACA ON 7۳۹۲۲ দর্শনে অন্তরে আনন্দের 
গৌমশান্ত লীলাময় গতি 11141217 স্থারিভাৰ 74 7-5947 মৃত্যুর ডাকে লীলার 
সকল উপকরণ ফেলে আগতে এতট্কও ক? হর না, কালোর রূপে মন বিগলিত 
হয়ে ۱ 


als আমি শিক্ষক মহাশয়ের কাছে সত্যই কৃতজ্ঞ। তর্কের অবকাশ পেয়েছিলাম 
বলেই খোৰ হয় এরকম 9۱۹۶ কথাটা শিয়ে ভাবতে পেরেছি, strata রূপ আছে 
۲۴۲۲ বুঝতে পারলাম__সপীম আবার খণ্ডে আবদ্ধ a থেকে, অপর আধার খণ্ডের 
অস্তিত্ব লোপ হয়ে গেল, অন্ধকারের ভয় ভেঙ্গে ۱۱ 


eot 509০ 0: 
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সকাল বেল। রোদের আমেজটা গায়ে লাগলে কাজের পয়োজনের চেয়ে i^a 
আনন্দটী মনে বেশী করে বেছে ওঠে, কাছের কথা মনে চেপে অপরের 
সঙ্গে মিলনের আনন্দে ۲۳۶۱ কথা করেনি ۱ আলো যে শুধু কাজ করার জন্যই দরকার 
তা নয় কাজের কথাটা গৌণ রেখে মিলনের পর আনন্দ পাওয়ার আসল দিকটা খলে 
দেওয়ার জন্যও তার 45 দরকার। এ সংসারে সকলেরই সকলকে দরকার, সকলেই 
সকলের সঙ্গে মিলনের অপেক্ষা রাখে | 


ভীবনে একটা ভিন্ন পথে এগিয়ে চলেছিলাম কিন্ত কিছু দর এগিয়েই মনের 5 
গেল ভেঙ্গে | আর এগোনে গেল ন। | পথের মাঝে বসে পড়লাম এক হাত পা ot 
ভড়পদার্থের মত। মনে 44 দূঃখ নেই এগুতে পারলাম না বলে কিন্তু বিস্ময়ের সীমা 
রইল ন।__সংসারের বিড়ম্বন। অতিক্রম করা কি এতই ste? .وم‎ মন নিয়ে তাই 
বিবর্তনের ধারার এগিয়ে চলেছি, যদি কোনদিন এ সত্যোর সন্ধান পাই, সেদিন ANTA 
চরমদশী হব | j 


হতাশায় মন পাণ ۲۹9 হরে গেছে সন্দেহ নেই কিন্তু তবু অনুপেরণ৷ দেবার 
একছনকে পেলাম, যার সাথে আমার আলাপ অত্যান্ত নাটকীয় ভাবে। সন্ধাবেলা 
۱9۲۱5 রোড ধরে বেলুড়ের দিকে যাচিছলাম হঠাৎ পেছন খেকে এক ভদ্রলোক (ss কারে 
দেখে মনে হ'ল) fram করলেন-__ দিল্লী থেকে আমা হচ্ছে ۳ AIT একটু 


ভড়কে গিয়েছিলাম তারপর মনে হলো পৃবাসের বাঙ্গালী একটু smartness দেখাতে হ'বে 
ভাই বলে ফেল্রাম_দেখে বুঝতে পারছেন না বুঝি? ওরকম wares ہے‎ fuum 
করার কি দরকার? মুখ দিয়ে এতগুলো Fh বেরিয়ে গেল কিন্তু পৰ 15755 ঘাম 
SACS OF করেছে তয় হল যদি দল ডেকে মার দেয়। অনুনয়ের স্বরে তাই এগিয়ে 
cmm কিন্ত কিছু বলার আগেই শুধু ےپ‎ CRATE eee ভর করো নি।”__ 
অবাক 77 অভিভূত হবে গেলাম, ভাবলাম একি হল, Pag গেলাম ক্ষনা চাইবার 
জন্যে কিন্ত অন্ধকারে 7ا اج‎ মিলিয়ে গেল বুঝতে পারলাম جج جرد‎ মত শুধ 
দাড়িয়ে রইলাম। কতক্ষণ যে এরকম তাবে কাটল বলতে পানি না, অবশ মন নিয়ে বাড়ী 
ফিরে এলাম | 


আবস্থি ক সামঞ্জস্য হীনতার চমক খিস্নয়ের FR করলেও লোকটির তৃপ্ত পাণের পশাস্ত 
Wifes ছটায় অবশ দৃষ্টি আছাড় খেয়ে পড়ল, ঘাড় ফিরিয়ে আর একবার তার গমন পথের 
দিকে তাকালাম। আমার মনে হল তিনি বেন পর্বতের ঝারণা__পন্তর খণ্ডের বাবা 
faq ঠেলে নিজের AFAN Tabs Fira আপন গতি বেছে চলেছেন-_-অভিমানের 
উগৃতা নেই, আত্তবিচারের VAT) নেই, বেন যুগ বুণান্তর বাপি কঠোর SAIN সাঙ্গ 
করে তিনি এইমাত্র আসন হ'তে উঠে আসলেন--তার এই শান্ত সুন্দর সহজ, গন্তীর ভাব 
বনন্তের দুবাদলের মতই আমায় আনন্দে অভিভূত করে দিল। SA পুকুরের Tl ۹ 
মত তীর ws অন্তর আমাকে গভীর AS তার পায়ে মাথা নত করবার পেরণ। ۱ 
তার আদেশে একটা বিকল পদার্খের মত এগিয়ে যাচিছ__পৃত্যক্ষদশীর আবাহন মনকে 
বাকল করে দিল-_অন্ধকারে হাতড়াচিছলাম, আলোর ক্ষীণ রশ্মি, মনের সকল কৌতুহলকে 
রূপ দিল, বাসনাকে সত্যরূপ দেবার জন্য অনুপেরণ। মনে “গে উঠল-_বাশী ভৈরবী 
স্তরে আপন তাল বাভাল, 17 মন্দ বাতাসের গৌরতে জীবনের গতি অন্য পখে চলে سوک‎ 


শ্ীদেবাংশ বন্দোপাধ্যায় 


1 


বধ 


আমার কাতিনী 


“তাইত হে বড় 3۳25 পড়া গেল , Prater গৌরহনিদা যখনবটকেট পালের 
দাওয়ায় বসে একমূখ cap উদ্গীরণ করলেন একটু দীধশ্বাসের ও আওয়াজ তার মধ্যে 
পাওয়া গেল। এবং তার পরেই বেরিয়ে এল এই আক্ষেপবলক 5 | 


কিন্ত কল্পনা করুন আমার অবস্থটা তখন। এই পৌঘমাসের হাড়কাপূনি শীত, তার 
মধ্যে না আছে শোয়েটার না আছে গায়ে একটা জামা TT ۱ একেবারেই ۹ 
জৈন সনাযাসী। আর তার মধ্যেই যখন আপনাদের গৌরহরিদা তার শীর্ণ ঠাণ্ডা হাতখান। 
বার করে গালের ওপর একখানা আদর মাখানো চাপড় পরিবেশন করলেন তখন শুধু 
আমার অবস্থায় নিজেকে একট. কল্পনা করতে চেষ্টা করুন। এই পৌঘমাসের দিন। 
আপনাদের আরকি, পড়াশুনার ত বালাই নেই অতএব এই হাড় কাপুনি শীতের সকাল 
বেলার লেপের উঞ্চস্পর্শ ছেড়ে এসে টেবিলে বসে এ, বি, Pr, একটি ত্রিভূজের জায়গার 
সরলরেখা বলে বেচারা স্মরণশভ্ভিকে ক দেওয়ার চেয়ে বিছানায় আশয় নেওয়া অনেক 
Cla মনে করেন তাই নয়? 


আহা: হা! চটছেন কেন? আমারও পায় এইই অভিমত । কিন্তু তাহলে কি? 
হবে, আমার অভিমতের আর দাম কি? আপনাদের TOTE আর আমার ভাগ্য নয়? 
উচচনীচের ভেদাতেদে আমি নীচেই পড়ে গেছি । cim হোক, কিন্তু আমাদেরও ত 
একট বিশাম, এই একটু নিদ্রা, এই খাওয়াদাওয়া, 557117 উপভোগ করার শখ থাকতে 
পারে? আপনারা পড়াশুন। করেছেন, জ্ঞানবৃদ্ধি রাখেন, আপনারাই বলুন না কেন? 
কিন্ত অনৃষ্টে যা নেই, তার চিন্তা আঙ্গুর ফলের মতই ۱ 


সে যাহোক, সবে কাল সন্ধ্যায় এখানে এসে পৌছেচি। সারা রাত ট্রেনে পায় 
যম হয়নি। ট্রেনের ٢م‎ আর হরেক রকম হতভাগাদের চীৎকারের Stata কি আর 


ঘুমোবার ভো আছে? 


তাই ভাবছিলাম যা হোক গোটা দশেক পব্যন্তত ঘুম দেওয়া যাবে, তারপর লোক- 
ভনের আগমন হলে যার সঙ্গে যেতে হয় তার সঙ্গেই চলে ufq) কিন্ত হা! আমার 
পোড়াকোপাল! কে জানত এখানেও বুড়ো গৌরহরি দাসের আগমন হবে। তাই বলছিলুম 
না ۷7۶ যা নেই তা বলে আর কি হবে। সাতপকালে বুড়ো ব্যাটা ঠিক ঠিক 8 
বের করেছে, ঠিক আমাকেই । আর তার পরের কাহিনীত শুনেছেনই | দুঃখের 
কাহিনী আর কি বলব, এই কয়েকদিন আগেই ছিলাম এক অজ পাড়াগারে । সেখানে 
যা হোক মন্দ কাটেনি, অন্ততঃ সাতঘকালে বুড়ো ব্যাটাদের উপদ্রব ছিল না। ভেবেছিলাম 


v 


এই 3۲:15 শহরে একট, তাল কাটতে পারে, তা কি রকম ভাল o's দেখলেনই, 
ব্ড়োছাড় আমার মত হতভাগাকে শকালবেলা সদরে চপেটাঘাত করতে কে ۹ 
ru 


গে যাই হোক এতক্ষণ বাদে আপনাদের বাট দাদার একট ۳۱97۲۱۶۲ পাওয়া ۱ 
বললেন, “ES হে গৌর এ যে FT বিপদেই পড়া গেল। এক TIT কর বাড়ীর 
কাউকে একে সঙ্গে করে পাঠিয়ে vis". গৌরহরির যেন একা শশ্মতিম চক লক্ষণ 
ছেখা গেল। বললেন ““দখি বাড়া গিয়ে একটু ভেবে দেখি |” | 

5۲۱۶۲ আর কিছুই নয়, আমি যে হততাগা গে ত আগেই টের পেয়েছেন, এখন 
আর একটু OFT) আমাকে যা বলতে বল৷ হয়েছে তাই আমি বলেছি, অর্থাৎ আমি 
এই বলেছি যে গৌরহরির ছেলে দুইকড়ির ہء٭ہ‎ এক বিরাট যাত্রার আয়েভান 
কবেছেন__'পটলযাত্রা সংক্ষেপ । কিন্ত এ কিরে বাবা। যাবিত বুড়ী পটল তুলে 
আনতে, আর তার জানা এতসব , 12177۳۳۱ এযে ÜXDÓW যুগ, এ যুগে নই ۱ 


সে যা হোক অপরাধটা নাকি আমার : আমি কেন এই দুঃসংবাদ দিলুন | দুঃসংবাদ 
কি সুসংবাদ সেটা আপনারাই গৌরহরিদার কাছ থেকে জেনে নেবেন, কিন্ত আমাকে ডবল 
হতভাগা বাবনাবার মানে? বাপু সকালবেলা তো 2185 অত্যাচার করেছ এবং তারওপর 
আবার এই সব অপবাদ? গরীব হলে মানুঘের যা হয়, তার সহায় কেউই নয়, আপনার 
বড়লোক, কত রঙীন STM কাপড় পরেন, কত জ্ঞানবৃদ্ধি রাখেন, আমার মত হতভাগ্য যার 
পরিধানে একটি বস্ত্র পর্যন্ত নেই তাকে fe অনুকল্পার দৃষ্টি দিতে আছে? ছিঃ 
আপনাদের সোসাইটিতে আপনারা যে হাস্যস্পদ বনে যাবেন! আমরাত শুধু আপনাদের 
5۱215 বস্তু বইত নয়। 


গৌরহরি দাসের বাড়ী ot ۲۲۲ গেল। সেখাদেও আর quum গালি state 
হজম করা গেল। আত্বীয়ষজনদের উদ্দেশ্যে কয়েকটি সুমধুর পশংসাবাক্যও শুনলাম | 
۹۱۴77, বাপ, মা, কাউকে কোনদিন দেখিনি, কিন্ত তবুও কেন জানিনা সকলের 
অলক্ষ্যেই চোখে এক ফোটা জল এসে গিয়েছিল, সবার অলক্ষ্যেই তা মুছে নিলুম। 
মানঘের কাছে গালি গালাভ খেয়েই ত আমরা বড় ۱ 


etw পর্যন্ত ঠিক হল, c বাড়ীর এক বৃদ্ধ চাকরের সাথে আমাকে পাঠান 
হবে কাছেই কোন গ্রামে যেখানে Tat দুইকড়ি তারই কোন আব্বীয়ের বাড়ীতে পদধূলি 
দিতে গেছেন। আমাকে সঙ্গে দেওয়া হন.ব্যাপারটাতে তার পুরোপুরি 
বিশ্বাস জণ্মাবার জন্য এবং ব্যাপারটা যে সত্যই গুরুত্বপণ এ বিঘয়ে তার যাতে একট 
দৃষ্টিপাত 57 ۱ শুনলাম iY দুই কড়ি নাকি ۹ পতি বেশ পরিমাণেই বিরূপ | 
কারণস্বরূপ শুনতে পেয়েছিলাম যে বিবাহের সময় নাকি “পল্পল” নায়ী গাতীটি 
তাকে দেওয়া হয়নি, পিতার কাছে পার্থ না কর! ۱ 


বাংলা দেশে বৈষ্ণব ধা মানবীয় তাবরস 


বাংলার পেমের Stea শীটচৈতনা | কবির তাঘায়__ 
ঘরের ছেলের চক্ষে দেখেছি fay ভাপের orn, 
বাঙ্গালীর fea অমিয় মখিয়। নিমাই ধরেছে ۱ 
আমাদের বাঙ্গালীর জীবনের স্বাভাবিক Cm 9 14351, পেন ও কোমলতা T4 হইর। 
পকাশ পাইয়।ছে প্রীচেতন্যের ۱ 
পথম জীবনে, নবদ্বীপের এই গোড়া পণ্ডিত নিমাই কি fen সকল বিদ্যার 
অহংকার ত্যাগ করিয়। পেমের পথের পথিক হইলেন তাহা বুঝিতে হইলে পেমের পথে 
ہجو‎ স্বাভাবিক পৃবৃন্তিকে লক্ষ্য করিতে হইবে | 
এইদেশে দাশনিকও কবি হইয়।ছেন | 
"11777 সরস্বতী ছিলেন ভারতীয় সর্বদর্শন ও সর্ববিদ্যার পরিপূর্ণ fana | 
নিবিশেঘ তত্শব্দ পৃতিপাদ্য amc নিয়ে মধ্সূদন 25 যে অপরিমের TOT 
পরিচয় দিলেন তাতে সারা ভারত বিস্মিত 75 ۱ তবুও বাংলা দেশের মানবীয় ভাবের ۰, 
Sta জীবনেও ফটে উঠল। তিনি ধীরে বীরে তীর সমস্ত ۳۳۳۲۵ ভাসিরে দিয়ে 
এলেন ভক্তির পথে | 
তিনিই তীর amb গন্থের পরিশেঘে বলেছেন, একদিন ছিলাম আমরা অদ্বৈত 
পথের পখিকদের আরাধ্য, স্বানন্দ সিংহাসনে বসে দীক্ষা ae পেয়েছি। আজ একি 
হলো। গোপববূ A রসিক পেমলীলাময় চতুরের পেমের একি জুলুম । N কালে 
কিনা তারই চরণে এসেবাবা পড়তে হল! 
“অদ্বৈত TA পখিকৈরুপাস্যা 
স্বান্দ পিংহাসনলন্ধ ۶۱ 
হঠেন কেনাপি বয়ং শঠেন 
দাসীকৃতা ۶۶۶۴ CDT ||: 
(ক্ষিতি মোহন সেন, বাংলার ataa) 
efe ও পেমের পথের এই বৈশিষ্ট্য মহাপুভুর আবির্ভাবের পূর্বেও কত সুন্দর 
ভাবে ) হইয়াছে জয়দেব, চণ্তীচাস ও বিদ্যাপতির গীতি < | 


যখন AETV CAF গভীর হর, তখন সকল কিছুই ہے‎ দেখায়। আপনাকে 
وچ‎ বলিয়। ভুল হয়। তাই জয়দেব লিখিয়াছেন, 
মহুরবলোকিত 86 
মধরিপরহমিতি ভাবন ۱۱ 
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রাধাৰ এই কৃষ্ণ CAT رم‎ অনির্ববচনীর, seats চণ্ডীদাস তাই 7 
ঘর CFT বাহির, বাহির ۱ 
পর কৈন আপন, আপন কেন AF | 
রাত কৈন দিবপ, দিবগ কেন রাতি। 
বুঝিতে পারিন তব তোমার পিরাতি। 
বিলাপতির রাধা, তাঁহার وع‎ BATT afara গিয়। হার মানিয়। বলিতেছেন, FATET 
তুষি কেমন নিজেই বলির। wie!’ বিদ্যাপতি বলিতেছেন, তোমর। উভয়েই 5 
তুলনা, তোমাদের অন্য তুলনা ۱ 
Ge কৈসে মাধব কহ 5 মোর 
বিদ্যাপতি কহ দহ দোহা হোর || 
807 সঙ্গে রাধার পেমের যে aaa তাহার মহিমা ও গভীরতা 4 অগোচর। 
arer পেন মঙ্গলাতে রাধার যে কি আনন্দ তাহা জানিতে শ্রীকৃষ্ণের লোভ হইল | 
রাধার এই ভারটি নিয়া ء3‎ «sta ঘরে উদয় হইলেন TAGATA, রাধা ভাবের আনন্দ 
রগ গহণ করিতে | 
আমা হৈতে রাব। পায় যে জাতায় 4۱ 
তাহা আস্বাদিতে আমি সদাই OFF | 
রশ আন্বাদিতে আমি কৈল ۱ 
(চৈতনা BOTT, আদি, 84°) 
নবন্ধীপে Aral অ।শিরাছেন পর্ণ রূপে । তাহার মব্যে কৃষ্ণ ও রাবার মিলন হইয়াছে, 
Stata গৌর অঙ্গ ধাবার কার! আর کرد‎ কৃঝঃময়--বৈঝবেরা এ কথা মহাপভর CATT 
ই রূপটি aid) এই ک7‎ মানবীয় ভাব ও পেমের পবিত্র আদশে র উপরই 
ভগব।নে efe পতিষিত হইয়াছে | 
ই পথে তিনি জাতি বিচার করেন নাই। CRT কে? এই প্রশের উত্তরে 


মহাপভু বলিয়াছেন [c 
যাহার দর্শনে আসে মুখে 11 


তাহারে জানিও তুমি C qm ۱۱ 

এ জাতিতেদ হীনতার জন্য বাউলরা তাহাকে তাহাদের পূর্ব গুরু 17571 MITT‏ ہج 
লইয়াছে। কিন্ত বাংলার HUTA এই জাতিভেদ রহিয়াই cota, 5‏ 
আরাগহে। কিন্ত নিত্যানন্দপভু জাতিতেদ ত্যাগের পক্ষে ছিলেন। তবুও 53‏ 
AFT হাতে দাক্ষার ব্যবস্থা করিয়। জাতিভেদের একরকম উচ্ছেদ করেন 1‏ 

আন্তপরিচয় দিবার সময়ও মহাপূভু তাই বলিয়াছেন, আমি তে! atm নই, ক্ষত্রিয় 
নই, বৈশ্যও নই, "Ix s নই, আমি amoral নই, যিনি নিখিল পরমানন্দ পরিপূর্ণ অমৃত- 
সাগরস্ব রূপ, আমি সেই কৃষ্ণেরই চরণকমলের দাসানুদাসমাত্র | 
ভগবানকে তিনি মানুঘের মধ্যেই দেখিয়াছেন |, 

"EUG যতেক লীলা, 


৯৩) 


বাউলদের মতই তিনি বলিরাছেন, বৃন্দাবন আর দূরে, বাহিরে নর, বৃন্দাবন আমার হৃদয়ে, 
‘অন্যের হৃদয় মন আনার মন ۲ 
সনে বৃন্দাবনে এক কনে ۱ 
এ 4E আনার 7۳۲ তাহা তোমার সংগন 
ন। পাইলে না রহে জীবন | 
নহাপৃভুর পরে কিন্ত সম্পূর্ক্ষপে বাংলার کے جج‎ ভগবানের পতি এই সহজ মানবীর 
পেলের ভিত্তি রহিলন। | جا‎ সহজ সাধনার পরিবর্তে دا‎ fag পরিমাণে রহিয়। 
গেল। 3 সাধন। সম্পূর্ণ কূপে afea গেল জাতি পরিচরহাঁন, শান্রবিবিহীন বাউলদের TEAT | 
বলার নিভস্ব সম্পদের অধিকারী এই বাউলদের সাধনার মূল কথা হইল ۱ 
বাউল নিজের 4002 ভগবানকে দেখে, 
a4 5 
নরনে আপনার রূপ 5 
আমার মাঝত বাহির হইয়। 
দেখা দিল আমারে | 
aidan বলে ভগবানের সীমাহীন Gp) থাকিলেও পেমে তিনি ধরা দিবেন, ت٣‎ 
জন্য তিনি ভিখারী i 
“জানের গন্য তুমি পেমেতে ٥:281۱ 
শাস্্রবিবিহীন বাউল একান্ত পেমেই তাহার শান্তি। তাহার কোন FTI নাই, ٩ 
পথে কোন staal থাকিলে ও চলিবেন৷= 
“দাসী ছিলি Ti হবি? 
ছাড়তে হবে সকল দাবী |’ 
পেলের সাবনার রূপের ' গভীরে পৰেশ করিতে হইবে, রূপের মোহে পড়িলেই দুগতি। 
ডুবতে কিরে সবাই পারে? 
22737 جج‎ তেসে। 
মরমের পথ পাইলনা CT 
7۳25 wu আপনারে ۱ 
সেই গভীরতার 515 কিছুই দেখিবেনা, দুঃখের প্রদীপ জালাইতে হইবে | 
এই ات‎ সাবনার শেঘ কোথায়? পেমহীন ভক্তির কল্পনা কি FI করা যায়? 
vu ভগবানকে কোন UTE কারণে ভালবাসেন, ভক্তি করেন, তাঁহার aya বা শক্তির 
জন্য নহে, ভগবানকে FF a শক্তির দিক হইতে cfe করিবার ইচছা জাগিতে 
পারে m, বরং সেখানে ভর লিশিত afa Sifts ۱ 
এই সাধনার শেঘ নাই। সেই একই বারা আছিও বহিয়া আসিয়াছে 18, 
কেশবচন্দ্র, * ٭ 5چ‎ এবং আমাদের 5۳۱ অজানা আরও কত সাবকের মধ্য দিয়া। 
পেমের এই বৰ শাশ্বত হউক। 
শীবিবৃভূঘণ DETST | 
(ex বর্ঘ) 


১৪ 





চাদর (দাশ‏ اد 


চাদের মাঝ afar ۴ 
a waa o, 
শেইখানলাতে যাবা ٥ 
ATA 8 qu | 
qm? দেশেতে বাছা। আমি 
vy) আমার ۱ 
গেইদেশেতে আনন্দের বে 


CTZ কোন | 
সেই দেশেতৈ নেইাকো। ডাকাত 

(TET 7ج تج‎ | 
গেই দেশোতে মদাই শুধ 

পরবে US ঝড়ি। 
নেই দেশেতে নেই যে FIT 

শুধুই আছে ۲۱۳۲ ; 
গেখানেতে লোভ ۱ 

নেই যে কাব ۱ 


শেইখানেতে চারিদিকে 
"to ফলের বন, 
Ae দেশেতে পাখিৰ ডাকে 
উদাস হর ۱ 
cea বসে অচিন দেশে 
কোলাহলেৰ মাঝে 
সেই দেশেরই গান বে শুধ 
পাণে আমার বাজে। 


কৰে যে হয় যাবে ফিৰে 
সদর চাদের 7 

আৰার আমি 18و‎ হবে। 
বেলৰ নে 6 ۱ 


৯৫ 





۱۱ 


এ কথা কি জানা 2 


তোমরা করো জটিল পুশের 
জটিল সনাধান, 

তোমরা বড় বাকা | 

মস্ত TA বলে ফেলে 
খ'জতে লাগো অভিধান | 

তোমরা তো নও খোকা || 

সহজ ছোট পশ করো 
Tey যাদের উত্তর 

এইতো মোটা FN | 

নইলে যে ভাই মাথা ব্যাখায় 
বলবে CIN, 'ব্যুন্তোর, 

এখন পালাই কোথা a?” 

নিজের পায়ে কূড়ল 0 
_তোমরা বুদ্ধিনান, 

_এইতো 8 ۱ 

আমরা যে হায় নিদোঘ সব 
দিচিছ মোদের পাণ 

একথা কি মানো? 


ep 
(e 


শ্রীপৃতাপাদিত্য পাল 
(তৃতীয় বর্ষ) 
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| qe 
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aom E UG - ০৮ Aoi Sb th 
Why... rity. di رپ‎ t ০৫4০৮ 
ZU. کے . بت وور.‎ Se eh یرک‎ teras. ... 
রর দি ig el 24০০০০- ৮৫০০৮49৮491 
Bb e ttt اور ریخ نس( کون هبات ف سے و سے ۔ لک غاد‎ 
ہلل رتاک وف و عمط مر‎ peed Api 
ki RA A AL و مرک و ہیں‎ Mer 
24 9০০০০৪০৬৫০৫, ৪০5354644০4 z 
4 Satie | مر بر یکین نی س‎ ALS bit eren a یئ‎ iro 
b Do ০4৮ ری نال یجس یی یکا یا کیں۔ اور دہ هش‎ - e 2 cj 
Le Sse یرک بویا‎ Uf .ونم کیت‎ M e A TAG Er A 
VfL وس کیمک نشکا‎ ۱ SO AL رھ‎ -- tii 
۱ fon ری 6 ا‎ (Ser Mb ELO 
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